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Service for the Lord’s Day
September 13, 2026

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 a.m. Worship

WE GATHER FOR GOD’S WORD

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
Please use this time to silently prepare for worship. 

PRELUDE & SILENT MEDITATION                                                                                
"Prelude on TERRA BEATA"	                                                                                                               Michael Bedford                       

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                      Jill Kimbirl
We gather to find belonging;
For God calls us here as a community of faith.
We gather to be renewed;
For God’s Spirit awakens us to be a new creation in Christ.
We gather to be transformed;
For God not only works in us, but through us as well.
We gather to worship Christ.
Together, let us worship God!

†HYMN #463
"How Firm A Foundation"                                                                                                                            FOUNDATION

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                            Rev. Daniel J. Commerford 

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                                                                                  
Curiosity and Courage Strategic Plan Celebration Dinner                                                                     Charles Gallman

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S WORD

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                           	
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                       

Lord, we confess that we do not always embrace who we are and whose we are. We love ourselves more than 
you or our neighbor. We follow idols instead of your Son. Forgive us when we forget who you are. Help us to find 
our meaning, purpose, and direction in the eternal love you have shown us in Jesus Christ, (silent confession) 
amen.



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Be at peace with God and one another, for in Christ, we are all forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!

†GLORIA PATRI #581

†PASSING OF THE PEACE

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

CHILDREN'S SERMON                                                                                                                  Mary Taneti

ANTHEM
"Standing on the Promises"                                                                                                                              Henderlites

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            
                                                           
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Joshua 24:14-15

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 5:13-16
               

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

SERMON SERIES
This is Us

SERMON
This is Us                                                                                                                                Rev. Daniel J. Commerford

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†HYMN #435 
"There's a Wideness in God's Mercy"	                                                                                                         IN BABILONE

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostle’s Creed)                                           
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL FOR THE OFFERING                                                                                  
Tithes and offerings may be presented online at www.fpcgastonia.org/giving or by scanning the 
QR code on the right. 

On the second Sunday of the month, a special offering is collected for the Daily Change ministry. 
Daily Change provides meals for those in need through the Presbytery of Western North Carolina 
Hunger Program. Red buckets are scattered about and available for your donations before or after worship, 
and gifts can be made online at www.fpcgastonia.org/giving (select the Daily Change fund).

OFFERTORY 
"Interlude in F"	                                                                   					                J. Knecht

†DOXOLOGY #606
                                                                            
†DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING

WE COMMIT TO SHARE GOD’S WORD

†HYMN #370
"This Is My Father's World"                                                                                                                        TERRA BEATA

 
†CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     

†POSTLUDE                                      
Fanfare on "Rise Up, O Men of God"                                                                                                    Michael Bedford

†If you are able, please stand. 

                                                               



THRIVE
September 13, 2026 at 9:00 a.m.

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S WORD

†GATHERING SONG   
"This is Amazing Grace"	  Jeremy Riddle, Josh Farro, Phil Wickham

WELCOME                                                                                                                                    Rev. Daniel J. Commerford

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY							                                                      
Curiosity and Courage Strategic Plan Celebration Dinner                                                                           Charles Gallman

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                                    Jill Kimbirl

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                                                       

†PASSING OF THE PEACE

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD     
                                          
CHILDREN'S SERMON                                                                                                                                          Mary Taneti

ANTHEM
"You Say"	  Bebo Norman, Jason Ingram, Lauren Daigle, Mike Donehey, Paul Mabury

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Joshua 24:14-15
Matthew 5:13-16
  

SERMON SERIES
This is Us

SERMON
This is Us                                                                                                                                Rev. Daniel J. Commerford

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†SONG OF RESPONSE
"Made For More"                                                            Blake Wiggins, Jessie Early, Jonathan Smith, Josh Baldwin

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                           
                                                                                 
OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD

†SENDING SONG 
"Made For More"                                                            Blake Wiggins, Jessie Early, Jonathan Smith, Josh Baldwin

†BLESSING      



WELCOME
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! Whether you are a first-time visitor, a lifelong member, or anywhere 
between, we pray that you experience God’s love found in Jesus Christ through our worship this morning. 

CONNECTION CARDS
Please fill out a Connection Card located in front of your pew. We will reach out to you as promptly as possible if 
you have a prayer request, would like to sign up for an event, or need a pastor to reach out to you.

NEW MEMBERS 
Are you interested in becoming a member? If so, you may contact the Church Office or check the appropriate 
box on your Connection Card.

NURSERY CARE
Professional nursery care is offered for infants and children up to four years old. The nursery is located on the 
first floor; please see an usher for directions. 

LEADING THRIVE WORSHIP TODAY
Rev. Daniel J. Commerford; Jill Kimbirl; Mary Taneti; Thrive Band

LEADING TRADITIONAL WORSHIP TODAY
Rev. Daniel J. Commerford; Jill Kimbirl; Mary Taneti; Bethany Jennings; David Jennings, Henderlite Men

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

WEBB STREET SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDS
•	 White copy paper
•	 Laundry detergent
•	 Baby wipes

NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS NEEDED
•	 Canned (fruits, vegetables, soup)
•	 Canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc.)
•	 Canned pasta (Chef Boyardee)
•	 Beans (canned/dry)
•	 Mac and cheese
•	 Ramen noodles
•	 Breakfast foods (cereal, Pop Tarts, Oatmeal, etc.)
•	 Condiments
•	 Dry/shelf stable milk
•	 Personal care items (soap, shampoo, conditioner, 

body wash, deodorant, feminine hygiene 
products, toothpaste, toothbrushes)

CONNECT & GROW THIS WEEK

YOUTH CHECK-IN BRUNCH
•	 Youth Group: Sunday, 10:00 am, Bojangles.

BIBLE STUDY 
•	 Young Presbyterians: Sundays, 4:00 pm, 

Fellowship Hall.
•	 Men’s Fellowship & Breakfast: Tuesdays, 

8:00 am, PAD (Pastor Dan is teaching).
•	 Women’s Bible Study: 2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays, 10:30 am, Confirmation Room.

November 20-22 Women's Retreat
For more information, click the QR
Code.



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE (WNA): LESSONS FROM THE MOUNTAIN (DR. WILL CURRENT)
Wednesday, September 16, 5:30, Fellowship Hall. As we begin a new season of WNA our programs will 
be in the context of our season of visioning and our congregational vision, "Belonging, Renewing, and 
Transforming." Many times our Biblical heroes turned to the mountains when it was time to discern a call. 
Come hear lessons from the Wyoming mountains as Will and George Current recently attempted the Grand 
Teton summit (elevation: 13,775 ft.). Menu: Trio chicken, green beans, slaw, bread, cheesecake. Cost: $8/ea.

CURIOSITY AND COURAGE STRATEGIC PLAN CELEBRATION DINNER
Sunday, September 20, 5:00-7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall. Join us for this informative event where 
the CCC will present the new Strategic plan. It will be a fun evening to see the direction God is 
leading us. Childcare will be provided. All are welcome to attend.

COLLECTION FOR WEBB STREET SCHOOL
Missions is collecting items in September, including school supplies and non-perishable food items for Webb 
Street School’s Food Pantry. This is a program that helps feed needy families in the school and community. This 
program also helps the children of Webb Street learn sorting, shopping, and organizational skills. Drop off items 
at the Reception Area or the Fellowship Hallway. See the list under Mission Opportunities.

IS YOUR REALM PROFILE READY FOR ITS CLOSE-UP?
New photo? New phone number? New email or address? Take a few minutes to refresh your Realm profile. 
Keeping your photo and contact information current helps our church family recognize one another, stay 
connected, and ensures important information reaches you. Log in to Realm, check your profile, add or update 
your photo, and make sure your contact information is correct. A small update can make staying connected 
much easier!

SAVE THE DATE AND YOUR OLD STUFF FOR THE FPC YARD SALE
Saturday, October 3, 8:00-11:00 am, FPC parking lot. Mark your calendar for the First Presbyterian Church Yard 
Sale. Come shop for great finds, donate items you no longer need, or lend a hand to make the sale a success! 
Drop off donated items on Friday, October 2 at the Fellowship Hall. Times: 9-11 am, 1-3 pm, 4-7 pm.

SAVE THE DATE FOR A MUSICAL CELEBRATION
Sunday, October 11, 4:00 pm, Fellowship Hall. Join us for a special Giving Season Dueling Pianos Concert. 
Expect live music, sing-alongs, refreshments, laughter, and a few surprises along the way. Contact the Church 
office to register.

BE AWARE OF FRAUDULENT EMAILS AND TEXT MESSAGES
Please be aware that fraudulent emails and text messages may appear to come from FPC pastors, staff 
members, or church leaders. These messages often ask for gift cards, money, personal information, or an 
urgent response.

 FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS, VISIT

FPCGASTONIA.ORG/EVENTS


