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WHERE IS OUR THIRD PLACE?  by Rev. Daniel J. Commerford

 When I was in high school, I worked as a barista 
at Starbucks. My favorite aspect of that job was meeting 
and maintaining relationships with the regular customers 
who would come in for their daily dose of caffeine. They 
would order the same drink, hang around a bit, and catch 
up with the baristas and other regulars. Over the course 
of a few years, we all got to know one another better as 
we formed genuine relationships. All of this was done 
in a space that encouraged everyone to enjoy some 
coffee while creating a community that provided hope 
to those who chose to participate. In what I now see as 
preparation for ministry, I was proud to help cultivate and 
support that community.

 My experience at Starbucks was no mistake. 
Since its inception, Starbucks has a strategy to create 
what they called a “Third Place,” where people would 
congregate aside from their homes and places of work. 
In that “Third Place,” Starbucks wanted people to find a 
sense of peace, fulfillment, and belonging. The idea of a 
third place has been influential for me as I’ve followed a 
call into ministry. Instead of a coffee shop, I’ve envisioned 
the church to be our “Third Place” we can go to find peace, 
fulfillment, and belonging. As a pastor, I have seen the 
same type of community built by those who’ve formed 
genuine relationships while pursuing Christ together. 

Continued on page 2
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Church can be the space we gather to create a community 
that provides hope to those willing to participate! All it takes 
is a group of disciples willing to cultivate and support that 
community.

 Interestingly, Starbucks made the news the other 
month because of the shift in their strategy that worked so 
well for them in the past. Recognizing that less people have 
the time or desire to sit in a coffee shop, Starbucks has made 
efforts to provide short, yet meaningful experiences for 
those who come in. Even though their preferred experience 
of receiving it has changed, Starbucks has discovered that 
people still need their coffee! By adapting their method 
without abandoning their mission, Starbucks has managed 
to remain a relevant option to be someone’s third place. 

 I believe the same opportunity is available to us 
as long as we are willing to take it. Even though the world 

continues to change, we all still need the Good News of 
Jesus Christ! In order to spread this Good News, we may 
need to adapt our methods without abandoning the mission 
to be Christ’s faithful disciples. In doing so, we have the 
opportunity to be a relevant and meaningful community that 
provides a third place for those looking for the hope that 
can only be found in Jesus Christ. What will it take for us to 
be a third place for those in our community today? Finding 
the answer to that question will no doubt require work, but I 
am confident we will also find Christ and one another in the 
process…perhaps over a cup of coffee.

Nickel-A-Meal

From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible is full of references 
to God’s desire that everyone should have sufficient food.  
Please help by donating five cents a meal each month 
into the red bucket! The Nickel-A-Meal Mission program 
is one way in which the Presbytery of Western North 
Carolina can respond, through over-and-above giving, to 
the biblical mandate to show compassion and do justice 
for those in need. The program provides an avenue for 
outreach and ministry through which each member of 
Presbytery can participate equally. 
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Exploring New Life in Christ
with the End in Mind

May 8 - Youth Sunday

May 15 - “Not the End” 
                  Planned Giving

May 22 - “Community in
Light of the Heavenly Community”

May 29 - “Love Wins!”



Mental Health Awareness

Congrats and Condolences
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month

Please join us in person or virtually on May 18 for a wonderful conference on “Navigating the Path to Emotional 
Wellness...Resilience in a Post-COVID World.”  Please register today at www.fpcgastonia.org/emotionalwellness  

You can attend any or all of the sessions offered.  Lunch will be provided for those who register by May 11. 

There will be a COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic on Sunday May 15, 12:00 noon-3:00pm at first Presbyterian Church, located at 
the Chapel entrance and hallway.  

Births
3/12 Avery Katherine Planer – Jessica & Christopher 
Planer.  Proud grandparents; Judy & Geof Planer.  Proud 
great grandparents: Mary Rollins and Douglas Aldrich
3/30 Cullen Davis Coker, Jr. – Mary Houston Matthews 
& Cullen Coker.  Proud grandmother – Alice Matthews
4/17 Jack Fallon Beaty – Kalani & Zach Beaty.  
Proud grandparents: Deana & Jeff Beaty.  Proud great 
grandparents: Sherry & Roger Cloninger
4/25 Marian Ruth Bradshaw  – Catherine and Austin 
Bradshaw. Proud grandparents: Beverly and Aaron “Doc” 
Bradshaw

Deaths
3/9 Dr. Michael Joseph Pollak – father of
 Becky Voorhees
4/3 Colleen Doggett Morris – mother of
 Melanie Duncan
4/10 Sarah Abernethy
4/24 Carolyn Maiers – sister of Pat Glenn
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Congregational Cares May Birthdays

 

Rebekah Dixon   5/1
Brooke Maxwell   5/1
Jennifer Gibson   5/2
Priscilla Quinn   5/2
Tucker Doyne   5/3
Morgan Finley   5/3
Archer Price   5/3
Bill Current   5/4
Patty Everhardus  5/4
Sally Kennington  5/4
Mary Houston Coker  5/4
Rachel Vogado   5/4
Lauren Empey   5/5
Greg Sellers   5/5
William Vanacore  5/5
George Current   5/6
Robert Rutherford  5/6
Gena Craig   5/7
Robbie Lineberger  5/7
Jonathan Murphrey  5/7
Megan Euliss   5/8
Lance Brenner   5/9
Julia Shovelin   5/9
Robert Sumner   5/9
Nancy Paschall   5/10
Dee Upchurch   5/10
Susan Challenger  5/11
Don Barringer   5/12
Becca Shiflet   5/12
Bo Abernathy   5/13
Baity Ferguson   5/13
Wayne Finley   5/13
Betty Wren   5/13
Kelly Hovis   5/14
Emily Seawell   5/14
Wade Coffey   5/15
Alison Cookson   5/15
Margaret Craig   5/15
Dakota Shook   5/15
Amy Spencer   5/15
Sonya Spencer   5/15

Scott Digby   5/16
Bob Sims   5/16
Farris Smith   5/17
Tom Wallace   5/17
Buck Glenn   5/18
Joyce LaFar   5/18
Matthew Poag   5/19
Sharon Lanier   5/20
Lee DuBois   5/21
Hayley Nester   5/21
Geoff Wallwork   5/21
Bill Aycock   5/22
Ben Carmichael   5/22
Susanne Current  5/22
Ryan Howe   5/22
Becky Adams   5/23
Bob Blake   5/23
Bryan Farris   5/23
Jack McLean   5/24
Kay Moss   5/24
Barron O’Shields  5/24
Daniel Vaughn   5/25
Sam Schroeder   5/26
Katie Sumner   5/26
Rusty Harris   5/27
Caroline Mudd   5/27
Robin Lewallen   5/27
Margaret Smith   5/27
Liz Sumner   5/27
Brian Edwards   5/28
Tim Farris   5/28
Jim Ratchford   5/28
John Garrett   5/29
Scotty Pierce   5/29
Teddie Falls   5/30
Nancy Garrett   5/30
Barbara Hite   5/30
Meredith Wallace  5/30
Alice Wood   5/30
Kyle Holland   5/31
Alice Thompson   5/31
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Let’s Go Out to the Ballgame!

Join the Deacons for an evening of fun, food and fellowship 
with the Honey Hunter’s Baseball Team on Sunday, May 22, 
2022 at 4:00 p.m. at FUSE Ballpark.

$8 for adults and children 13 and older
$5 for children 4-12
Free for children 0-3

The church is absorbing most of the cost for this fun event 
which includes a ticket to the game, plus a buffet with pulled 
pork sliders, cheeseburger sliders, hot dogs, mac & cheese, 
baked beans, peach cobbler, coleslaw, chips, tea and lem-
onade. The church will have a designated, under covered 
picnic area down the third base line. To ensure we purchase 
enough tickets, reservations are needed in advance no lat-
er than May 8. Please purchase tickets through our website 
and then RSVP your spot through the SignUp Genius link 
below!

Reservation link: https://bit.ly/honey-hunters-game

Upcoming Events
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Welcome our new
Communications Director!
Caleb is a photographer and graphic designer from 
Shelby, North Carolina. He graduated from Appalachian 
State University in 2019 with a Bachelor’s of Fine Art in 
photography. He loves to photograph everything, but has an 
interest in documenting people and life as it happens in front 
of him. You can view his work at www.calebhayesphoto.com

A few fun things about him: he loves the Lord, his fiancee, 
art, the Atlanta Braves, and video games. He will be getting 
married this month! He’s super excited to start this journey 
here at First Presbyterian and is looking forward to the 
relationships and skills he will build here.

Planned Giving Sunday
For 140 years, members of First Presbyterian Church 
Gastonia have served and given generously to our 
community and our world as an outward expression of 
Christ’s love. 

The legacy of these gifts has made an impact in the 
lives of so many people. As a congregation steeped in 
tradition and planning for the future, FPC has formed 
the Planned Giving Ministry to ensure our ability to 
love our neighbor continues. Sunday, May 15 First 
Presbyterian will celebrate our first Planned Giving 
Sunday.  Please look for ministry committee members 
to greet you at both the Thrive and traditional services.  
There will be a display table providing information so 
that you can learn more about including FPC in your 
estate plans. The day will culminate with a luncheon 
for all members of the 1882 Giving Circle which is 
comprised of church members who have remembered 
the church in their will, retirement plan, life insurance 
policy, donor advised fund or otherwise. If you would 
like to learn more or be included in the 1882 Giving 
Circle, please reach out to any of the members of the 
Planned Giving Ministry or the church office.  We look 
forward to seeing you on Sunday!
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Support for Black Mountain Home for Children

Although Black Mountain Home’s Fall Festival was paused 
during COVID, Presbyterian Women were still able to help 
by proving a few items for a scaled back silent auction. 
These items included a single-service coffeemaker with a 
basket of coffees, George Foreman grill, electric skillet and 
accessories, Vera Bradley purse, and a spa basket.

Presbyterian Women also provided Easter treats for some 
of the young adults in the Independent Living Program. 
Tote bags filled with snacks, candy, hygiene Items and 
more were provided for eight young men and women ages 
18-26.

2022 Presbyterian Women

Crisis Care and Casserole Ministries

As the world and our church have begun to emerge from approximately two years of being shut down, Presbyterian 
Women are back to activities they do best: provide meals to help comfort bereaved families, and our Casserole Ministry  
which provides a casserole or soup to individuals or families experiencing illness or other hardship.  The Crisis Care 
and Casserole Ministries do a wonderful job of ministering to our church members with the making and delivery of our 
casseroles.  Presbyterian Women’s Circle 2 has many members at Covenant Village who are not able to prepare meals, 
but in an effort to help with food needs, they have elected to help fill the Caring Cupboard by providing nonperishable 
food and hygiene items. 

Another serving opportunity for Presbyterian Women was our Food Fundraiser/Bake Sale which we were unable to have 
in 2021.  The Sale returned on March 5 and we sold over 200 casseroles, dozens of quarts of soup, pimento cheese, 
chicken salad and a wide assortment of cakes and other baked goods. 

                                                        
                                         

The Food Fundraiser/Bake Sale is a significant source of income that Presbyterian Women use to make benevolent gifts 
to worthy organizations.  We typically make these gifts in the March/April time frame, with many of them being directed 
to the agency through the Gaston Community Foundation’s Run held on April 9 this year.  Gifts made to the Run receive a 
partial match which increases the benefit to the agency.  This year our gifts, totaled at $12,000, are being made to benefit 
the following agencies, many that support women and children:
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Presbyterian Benevolences 2022

Backpack Weekend Food Program Off the Streets

Boys and Girls Club of Greater Gaston Presbyterian Weekday School

Crisis Assistance Ministry The Shelter - Cathy Mabry Cloninger Center

Gaston County Education Foundation S.O.C.K.S.

Gaston Literacy Council Black Mountain Home for Children

Gastonia Potters House Children’s Hope Alliance

Least of These Carolinas Guatemala Mission (books)

The Lighthouse Children’s Advocacy Center

FPC continues 20 years of work in Guatemala!

The parents are very appreciative as the funds help buy 
clothing and supplies so their children can attend school.  
This allows children to attend programs at Primativa.

Mission Outreach
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Faith Formation Updates

Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Egg Hunt was a great joy to many of our families, 
as children from the church and from the Presbyterian 
Weekday School came together to hear the story of Easter, 
hunted for Easter eggs and created our butterflies that 
decorated our Easter worship.

Many children from our church 
enjoyed time looking for eggs at 

our Easter Egg Hunt this year!

Contributions given from 
children that participated in 

Easter Egg Hunt.
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Vacation Bible School

Join us for worship on May 8, as we celebrate the gifts of our youth. The middle and high school youth will share their 
creative gifts with us as they lead us in worship. We will also recognize and celebrate our high school seniors and surround 
them with prayer as they prepare to graduate. Our graduating seniors are Isabel Wallwork, Emma Conner, Carly Craig, and 
Larkin Efird. Be sure to join us for a special Sunday of celebration and joy!

Our Children’s Ministry wrapped up a season of music, fun, 
and learning together at Wednesday Night Alive. They spent 
the last two weeks learning from our Children’s Music Director, 
Holly Howell, about music heard around the church, and had 
a special time listening to the Handbell choir.

Join us this summer for Vacation Bible School! Register 
now to join the fun! Look for sign-ups for both children 
participants, and youth and adult volunteers in the Faith 
Formation weekly newsletter.

When: August 1-4, 2022
Time: 9:00 a.m. - Noon
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Service Views and Attendance

Date Thrive Thrive 
Livestream Traditional Traditional 

Livestream

April 3 N/A 35 146 97

April 10 N/A 30 176 90

April 17 28 10 212 65

April 24 42 17 98 39

Please note service views do not include those watching via closed circuit 
television at Covenant Village.


