
A round AD 35, God gave the Holy Spirit to the disci-
ples who gathered on Pentecost Sunday, who then 
left the Upper Room proclaiming the Good News of 

Jesus Christ in every language. The church was formed and 
the world was never the same. In 480, the Roman Senate 
dissolved itself, formally completing the fall of the Roman 
Empire. Once the official religion of a world superpower, 
the church was saved by a monastic movement that pre-
served the Good News until the world could reshape itself. 
The church remained informed, and the world was never the 
same. In 1054, the growing number of theological and po-
litical disagreements led to the schism between the Roman 
Catholic and the Eastern Orthodox Church. The church was 
transformed, and the world was never the same. In 1517, a 

priest named Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door 
of All Saints Church in Witttenberg, beginning the Reforma-
tion that would lead to the birth of the Protestant Church. 
The church was re-formed and the world was never the 
same.

Those reading this closely may detect a pattern that is very 
relevant today. In her book The Great Emergence, Phyllis 
Tickle writes that the worldwide church navigates a reor-
dering of itself every 500 years, and we are about due for 
another moment of great change. The signs are there: After 
a period of relative stability, the church finds itself in a world 
that is rapidly changing. Paradigm shifts have led people to 
rethink their beliefs about God and the church’s ability to 
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help strengthen their faith. To that end, statistics show that 
less and less people in America consider themselves “reli-
gious” as churches continue to decline in membership. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has only served to expedite this trajec-
tory that was already in motion. What comes next is what 
Tickle calls “The Great Emergence,” where the worldwide 
church will reorder itself again in order to pursue Christ in 
the present and future. The church can no longer conform 
to the priorities and strategies of the past because the world 
is not the same.

On a smaller scale, we know that the we are quickly ap-
proaching an inflection point at First Presbyterian Church of 
Gastonia. We live in a community whose population is rap-
idly changing as it continues to rebuild itself in a post-textile 
economy that has increasing ties to Charlotte. In the midst 

of this paradigm shift, FPC must discern where God is calling 
us as we move towards this future understanding the world 
is not the same as it once was. Like it or not, we are a part of 
the Great Emergence!

While the notion of navigating such difficult challenges may 
induce anxiety, there is reason for hope. If history is any les-
son, Christ’s church will continue to thrive no matter what 
happens. It’s endured world-altering changes before, and 
it will do so again. All we are asked to do is follow Jesus, 
remain faithful to his call, and let him take the lead! Whether 
we are taking part in the reordering of the worldwide church 
or simply trying to help FPC turn the next page, my prayer 
is that we trust our savior to guide us, and that he will walk 
with us through whatever emerges next.

READY, SET, GO!
Our next sermon series, Ready, Set, Go!, starts on Septem-
ber 11 and will serve as the kickoff for Rally Day. This three 
part series is about running the race of faith and the journey 
we embark on as God prepares us every day for what is to 
come.
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By Rev. Lance Perry

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
From Memory to Hope

Ron Heifetz, founder of the school for Public Leader-
ship at Harvard said “it’s not changes we resist; we 
resist losses.” So, in times of transition, we must first 

deal with losses. The late William Bridges, PhD whose work 
has been used by Apple, Cisco, Microsoft, Intel and others 
said, “When change happens without people going through 
a transition, it’s just a rearrangement of the chairs.”

As we kickoff an exciting program year, our first Wednesday 
Night Alive on September 14 will launch the interim process 
for calling an Associate Pastor. We will gather for dinner at 
5:30 and the program will end at 7:15 p.m. Pastor Dan and I 
will share information about congregational transitions and 
in small groups we will discuss our thankfulness for the past 
and how we can faithfully look to the future. We will also 
discuss personnel strategies, goals, and plans for the next 
year. Session members will lead small group conversations 
and will provide a report to the congregation.

Interim ministry congregational events are considered a 
success when at least 50% of the average worship atten-
dance participates. Our goal is to have 80 or more in atten-
dance so please make it a priority! In order to adequately 
prepare we are asking for reservations. Sign up by scanning 
the QR code or by calling the front office. The last day to sign 
up is September 11!



SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Luke Buchanan   9/1
Tucker Cole   9/1
John Frye, III   9/1
Mary Lauren Keeny  9/1
Hazel McLean   9/1
Beth Winget   9/1
Kay Brown   9/2
Tripp Current   9/2
Ellie Shine   9/2
Pat Schultz   9/2
Betsy Summer   9/2
Bethany Jennings  9/3
Janie Stiles   9/3
William Trogdon, III  9/3
Sarah Holland   9/4
Joel Vaughn   9/4
Kate Buckles   9/5
Katie Reese   9/5
Raul de la Vega   9/6
Rick Smyre   9/6
Jay Sarn   9/6
Liza Sarn   9/6
Kathy McAllister   9/8

Ashley Hovis   9/9
Jamison Simmons  9/10
Janet Spencer   9/10
Emmy Letts   9/11
Lauren Letts   9/11
Mary Rollins   9/11
Sarah Layton Shiflet  9/11
Gabriel Shook   9/11
Sylvia Seawell   9/12
Julia Kay Owen   9/13
Pressley Howe   9/15
Jami Farris   9/17
Daniel Hilton   9/17
Mandy Coffey   9/18
Leslie Coffey   9/18
Beth Collins   9/18
Brian Levy   9/18
Matthew Miller   9/18
Ernest Sumner, II  9/18
Eva Coffey   9/19
Frank Craig   9/20
Adam Thornburg  9/20
Sadie Holsinger   9/21

Thomissa Wallwork  9/21
Alice Arkin   9/22
Rebekah Bing   9/22
Rachel Bradshaw  9/22
Betty Davenport   9/22
Ralph Dickson   9/22
Roland Lanier   9/22
Rook Mohamed   9/22
Linda Ratchford   9/23
Emily Charles Bing  9/24
Will Kelly   9/25
Ibby Page   9/25
Amy Boyd   9/26
J.R. Ozment   9/26
Faye Lanier   9/27
Angie Sellers   9/28
Caroline Efird   9/29
Lynda Hall   9/29
Cheryl Mims   9/29
Becca Doyne   9/30
Kathy Gallman   9/30
Janet Sytz   9/30
Lindley Sytz   9/30

Ken Eddins   10/1
Susan Blair   10/2
Dale Bullock   10/3
Hazel Emmerling  10/3
Sam Kelly   10/3
Caroline Williford  10/3
Doc Bradshaw   10/4
Kathy Carmichael  10/4
Owen Cherry   10/4
Emily Cole   10/4
Brent Rutherford  10/4
Harvey Brown   10/5
Harper Humphrey  10/5
Laura Lineberger  10/5
David Ratchford   10/5
Charlton Torrence, III  10/5
Robbie Bridgeman  10/6
Hannah Commerford  10/6
Carol Goode   10/6
Tabitha Abernathy  10/6
Taylor Dickson   10/7
Ron Digby   10/7
Frank Matthews   10/7
Geraldine Johnston  10/8
Isaac Melton   10/8
Lance Perry   10/8

Alex Jackson   10/9
Joan Newell   10/9
Donald Parrott   10/9
Roger Rizk   10/9
Trey Robinson   10/9
Meredith Witherell  10/9
George Dent   10/10
Jennifer Humphrey  10/11
Davis Spencer   10/11
Leslie Wallace   10/11
Nova Watson   10/11
Macie Bridgeman  10/12
Anne Buchanan   10/12
Lisa Dent   10/13
Christi Falls   10/13
Tanya Finley   10/13
Max Morris   10/13
Chris Planer   10/13
Leslie Dix   10/14
Michael Eads   10/14
Pat Auman   10/15
Thomas Stewart   10/15
Mamie Buckles   10/16
Grayson LeVeen   10/16
Billie Browning   10/17
Ralston Pacetti   10/17

Charlie Pacetti   10/17
Pete Allen   10/17
Kyra Osei-Boateng  10/18
Billy Stafford   10/18
Graham Renfro   10/20
Braxton DuBois   10/21
Adrienne LaFar   10/21
Brandi Bridgeman  10/22
Rodney Owens   10/22
Gene Matthews   10/24
Preston Bullock   10/25
Grayson Howe   10/25
Natalie Jordan   10/25
Malinda Lowery   10/25
Alyson Schultz   10/25
Kassi Sell   10/25
Wayne Shovelin   10/25
Rob Wallace   10/25
Adam Kessell   10/26
Tripp Matheny   10/26
Reilly Hovis   10/27
Lee Spencer   10/28
Ann Massey   10/29
Laura Paschall   10/29
Esther Nelson   10/30
Elizabeth Efird   10/31



BIRTHS
7/14 Archibald Knox Winget - son of Sarah and Caleb 
Winburn, grandson of Beth and Knox Winget

DEATHS
7/27 Joyce LaFar
8/17 Frederic Letts  - Uncle of Dustin Letts
8/27 Sharon Hooker - Wife of Will Hooker
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
Ready to connect with friends and your church family over 
delicious meals and thoughtful conversations? Join us for  
the Wednesday Night Alive kick off program, From Memo-
ry to Hope, on September 14! Read more about our in this 
newsletter. Then, join us for a deep dive into some of our 
good faith foundations and gain new insights and perspec-
tives from seven Christian thought leaders such as Brian 
McLaren, Nadia Bolz-Weber, and Bruce Reyes-Chow with 
Animate: Faith. There will also be a music program offered 
for the children of our church, as well as nursery care. We 
hope you will plan to join us as we see how our faith and 
fellowship comes to life with Wednesday Night Alive!

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
A new member orientation class will be held Sunday, Oc-
tober 2 from 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm in the Church Parlor. A 
light lunch will be served before the class begins and a short 
church tour will be held for the class.

For more information, plase contact Trip Stewart by calling 
(704) 864-2651 or by emailing her at tstewart@fpcgastonia.
org   

9/7
9/11

9/14

9/18

10/5

10/2
10/8

Presbyterian Women’s Kickoff
Rally Day

Join us as we kick off the fall season with celebra-
tion, prayer, and new Sunday School classes!

WNA Kickoff
Our first Wednesday Night Alive of the Fall, “From 
Memory to Hope,” is on September 18 at 5:30 pm.

David LaMotte Concert
Save the date! Special guest, David LaMotte, will 
be performing a free concert here at FPC at 6:00 
pm.

90th Birthday Celebration
Join us Wednesday, October 5 as we gather to 
celebrate those that have celebrated their 90th 
birthday.  A birthday lunch will be served in the 
Fellowship Hall at 12:00 pm.

New Member Orientation
Baskets for Black Mountain Home for Children

UPCOMING EVENTS



FAITH FORMATION
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RALLY DAY
Rally  Day  is September 11! Preschool through elementa-
ry aged children, middle and high school youth, and their 
parents are invited to join us for a time of celebration and 
prayer in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 am as we officially kick 
off the fall! Following a brief time of fellowship, children and 
youth will head to their classrooms to meet their teachers 
and learn more about their time together in Sunday School.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
Ready to connect with friends and your church family over 
delicious meals and thoughtful conversations? Join us for  
the Wednesday Night Alive kick off program, From Memory 
to Hope, on September 14! Join us for a deep dive into some 
of our good faith foundations and gain new insights and per-
spectives from seven Christian thought leaders such as Bri-
an McLaren, Nadia Bolz-Weber, and Bruce Reyes-Chow with 
Animate: Faith. There will also be a music program offered 
for the children of our church, as well as nursery care. We 
hope you will plan to join us as we see how our faith and 
fellowship comes to life with Wednesday Night Alive!

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
All youth (grades 6-12) and their parents or caregivers are 
invited to First Youth Fellowship on September 11, at 5:00 
pm. Come to the PAD ready to play, engage, and connect 
as we learn what this fall has in store for us. Along with fun,
this will be a time where we ask that at least one parent 
or caregiver must accompany your youth. Have questions? 
Contact Rachel!  



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Thank you to everyone who helped to make Vacation Bible 
School such a fantastic week! We had over 60 children come
to experience God’s joy and love and we had a wonderful, 
dedicated group of adults and volunteers who came each 
day to share every bit of energy, love, joy and compassion 
with the kids. What a grand time it was to be On a Roll with 
God at our Food Truck Party!

Students enjoyed their time at Vacation Bible 
School. They learned everything from music and 
dancing, to how fisherman caught their fish in Je-
sus’ time on earth.



On August 21, a celebration reception was held to commemorate Rev. 
Dr. Charles Davenport’s tenure as Presbytery Associate for Western 
North Carolina Presbytery. Friends and family from all over North Car-
olina came to fellowship with Davenport including members of First 
Presbyterian Church of Gastonia, congregations in cluster D, and 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina staff. Reflecting on the event, 
he said, “I took away a feeling of great blessing from the reception. I 
have been blessed to work for 15 years with a wonderful staff and for 
great congregations. Reconnecting with old friends was great.”

Those who spoke consisted of Executive Presbyter Bryon Wade, Past 
Executive Presbyter Bobbi White, Rev. Daniel J. Commerford, and oth-
er friends in ministry. “They expressed thanksgiving for my ministry. 
They prayed for future guidance in my ministry efforts as FPC’s Minis-
ter of Visitation.”

When asked to summarize his feelings about the reception into one 
word, he said: gratitude.

CHARLES 
DAVENPORT 

RETIRES 
FROM WNC 

PRESBYTERY
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By Matt Smith
On Sunday September 18, we will host singer/songwriter, 
speaker and author David LaMotte. His accolades for speak-
ing and writing are many and his partnerships with social 
justice and humanitarian aid organizations are worldwide.  
His music, speaking, and action have reached millions of 
God’s children. But let me offer a personal, local accolade.  
As a fellow guitar player I may be a bit biased, but I am confi-
dent that you will enjoy David’s music.  As much as the aural 
colors will inspire your ears, his penetrating words will paint 
an inspiring image that will move you to love each other and 
your neighbor as Jesus loved us.

I first reached out to David in January 2020 hoping to book 
his visit that fall.  Little did we all know what radical chang-
es would befall the world a few months after this. Through 
COVID’s extended stay with us, David and I have resched-
uled, discussed, laughed, mourned, Zoomed and even sang 
a tad together.  I am anticipating finally meeting David in 
person more than any of our past musical guests and you 
all will love him as well.  Aside from his musical talents, Da-
vid is one of the most unique people I have ever met. He is 
genuine. There is no ounce of falsehood in his conversation; 
he offers no pretense and is open and honest in his opin-
ions and explanations.  Even when we were not discussing 
church activities or theology, I could tell he fully and gen-

uinely lives his life as a humble servant of God.  He is au-
thentic. He is his own person and he has his own artistic 
visage. The unique mold God used for David comes through 
in his personality as well; in listening to his music (ranging in 
style from blues to folk and indie-instrumental) you can tell 
he portrays no one but himself and presents his gifts exactly 
as God has given him.  What you will hear most in speaking 
with David is kindness.  This fruit of the spirit blossoms from 
David; even in discussing the twice-COVID-induced cancel-
lation of his visit here, he was so kind and gracious and un-
derstanding of where the world was and where we were as 
a church at the time; his kindness offered hope of not only 
the future re-booking of his visit, but of better times ahead 
for all of us on earth and with the Father in Heaven.  When I 
offered an advance of his fee to help with cancellations he 
simply said to hold onto our funds for the time being. They 
would benefit him as much then as they would when he ac-
tually played.  A genuine fact, authentically offered by one 
of the kindest people I’ve ever met.

Even without his saying this specifically, I feel he portrays 
Philippians 4:8 in every relationship. “...whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things. (ESV)” I invite you to hear David sing, play gui-
tar and speak on September 18.  He will help lead music 
and speak at both the 8:55 am Thrive and 11:00 am Tradi-
tional services and offer a free concert that evening at 6:00 
pm. The concert will be open to the public and everyone in 
attendance will have the opportunity to donate to Crisis As-
sistance Ministries of Gastonia through a free-will offering.  
Invite your friends and neighbors to help us give David a 
warm welcome!

If you would like to learn more about David or Crisis Assis-
tance Ministry of Gastonia, feel free to visit their websites:

David: www.davidlamotte.com
CAM: crisisassistancegastonia.org



Presbyterian
Women

SEWING MINISTRY
Our sewing ministry is reaching out to anyone who sews or 
knits to join Betsy Keith providing items to share in our com-
munity. First Presbyterian has donated hand knitted afghans 
and baby booties to the local Salvation Army this year. If you 
knit or sew and would like to help, contact Betsy Keith.

BASKETS FOR BLACK MOUNTAIN
HOME FOR CHILDREN
Presbyterian Women will be supporting Black Mountain 
Home for Children by contributing gift baskets for the Fall 
Festival auction. The Fall Festival and Open House will 
be held on October 8, 2022, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm at Black 
Mountain Home for Children.



CIRCLE MEETING SCHEDULE
FOR SEPTEMBER
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