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For everyone’s safety, please practice appropriate physical distancing and wear masks at all times.

WE COME TOGETHER

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 105:1-4)
O give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name:
make known God’s deeds among all the peoples!
Sing to God, sing praises to the LORD:
tell of all of God’s wonderful works.
Glory in God’s holy name:
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek God’s presence continually.

†GATHERING HYMN  #65 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”                                                                  

SHARED PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of Mercy, we have often been swallowed up by greed and selfishness, desiring that which we do 
not have and filling our lives with things that do not save us. We have often attacked others with our 
judgment and indifference, turning a blind eye to those in need and ignoring your commandments to 
love you and our neighbors. Lord have mercy, for we have sinned and fallen short of your glory. Christ 
have mercy, for we are broken and need your salvation. Lord have mercy upon us and hear us as we 
confess all of these sins, knowing that you hear us and you will not turn us away; in the name of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ… (A pause for silent confession) ...Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

WE EMBRACE GOD’S WORD

EPISTLE LESSON
Philippians 1:21-30 

†PRAISE SONG 
“They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” 

GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 20:1-16 
                      

SERMON
“Fruitful Labor”  



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever.  Amen.

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD  
(Tithes and offerings may be presented at www.fpcgastonia.org/giving.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

†MUSIC FOR SENDING FORTH
“Forever”

†BLESSING

†POSTLUDE
“May the God of Hope Go with Us”

Worship Leaders:  
Rev. Fred Lyon, Rev. Lauren Sease Vanacore, Pastor John H. Stanley,

Matt Smith, Claire Lemke, David Jennings, Bill Joles, Jim Smith

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Verse 1

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty.
Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more;
feed me till I want no more.

Verse 2
Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield;
be thou still my strength and shield.

Verse 3
When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of death, and hell’s destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee;
I will ever give to thee.



Forever
Verse 1

Give thanks to the Lord
Our God and King
His love endures forever
For He is good He is above all things
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise

Chorus
Forever God is faithful
Forever God is strong
Forever God is with us
Forever forever

Verse 2
With a mighty hand
And an outstretched arm
His love endures forever
For the life that’s been reborn
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise
Sing praise sing praise

Verse 3
From the rising to the setting sun
His love endures forever
And by the grace of God
We will carry on
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise
Sing praise sing praise 
(repeat chorus)

Please keep our PNC members in your prayers as they seek to discern whom 
God will call as our next Senior Minister: Betty Burrell, Will Current, Ellen 

Cinq-Mars, Coleman Efird, Trey Robinson, David Rogers and Dick Voorhees.

They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love
Verse 1

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord;
we are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord,
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:

Refrain
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,
by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

Verse 2
We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand;
we will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand,
and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our 
land: 
(Refrain)

Verse 3
We will work with each other; we will work side by side;
we will work with each other; we will work side by side,
and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride:
(Refrain)

Verse 4
All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son,
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 
(Refrain)



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP CHILDCARE
Beginning this week, worship childcare will be provided during the service! Children ages 0-4 will go to 
the PWS playground and children ages 5-7 will go to the playground beside the chapel entrance. Our 
wonderful nursery caregivers and volunteers will be there to supervise and keep everyone safe. If your 
child is able to wear a mask, we encourage them to do so!

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO LESSON
Please join us online at 10:00 a.m. as Lenise Melton presents this week’s Sunday School video lesson 
titled, “Love Versus Guilt.” You can find this video, along with our pastoral and staff videos, at 
www.fpcgastonia.org/video-archive.

TASK FORCE TO CONSIDER REOPENING
The session has formed a Task Force to Consider Reopening to make recommendations to the session 
for the safe reopening of the church building. Information will be shared with the congregation regarding 
their recommendations in the coming weeks.

CARING CUPBOARD
We invite you to check out our newly installed Caring Cupboard, located outside the Chapel portico 
entrance. This special cupboard will provide non-perishable food and toiletry items for our neighbors 
in need. If you see that our stock is running low, add a few pantry staples of your own! Non-perishable 
foods can include, but are not necessarily limited to: canned meats, canned vegetables of all varieties, 
fruit (in cans or plastic packaging), canned pastas (like ravioli, beef-a-roni, etc.), canned tomato sauce, 
boxed pasta (like spaghetti), canned soups and stews, macaroni-and-cheese boxes, rice, peanut butter 
and jelly (no glass jars, please!), granola bars, cereal. These small donations will help to fill in the gaps 
for families and individuals in our community.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
Wednesday Night Alive!, sponsored by Adult Ministries, continues this Wednesday, September 23, at 
6:00 p.m. A link to the video will be sent to you via E-Blast, where it will be available for viewing online. 
Roger Rizk will teach this week’s lesson on the character of Tom Robinson from Harper Lee’s iconic novel 
“To Kill a Mockingbird.” Please plan to watch this week and next week’s program by Russ Keeney on 
Boo Radley.

SACRAMENTS CLASS
A sacraments class will be offered for all elementary aged students following worship today from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (slight time change due to worship time change!) on the Fellowship Hall patio. Lunch 
will be provided.  Please bring your mask.

YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT
Please note a slight time and schedule change for tonight’s youth meeting. Mid. High and Sr. High youth 
will both meet at 7:00 p.m. in the PAD parking lot for movie night!  We will watch The Greatest Showman 
and enjoy some Papa John’s Pizza!

FLU SHOT CLINIC
Register online at www.fpcgastonia.org/parish-nurse to get your flu shot! A flu shot clinic will take place in 
the church parking lot on Wednesday, September 23, from 4:00-8:00 p.m. The shot is free with Medicare 
B and is covered by most insurance plans. Cost is $35 if paying cash. A high dose quadrivalent vaccine 
is also available for people over 65. Cost is $65 (but covered by Medicare.)


