
1 Corinthians 10:10-14, 17
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been 
reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that 
each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” 
or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ 
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you bap-
tized in the name of Paul?…For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of 
its power.

I wonder what Paul would write to the worldwide 
church today, a church that consists of 2.2 billion people in 
every country across the earth. Over the last 2,000 years, 
Christ’s church has grown beyond anything Paul could have 
imagined. Within the worldwide church, there is a variety of 
traditions, theological beliefs, customs regarding worship, 
and opinions on what it means to follow Christ faithfully. 
Above all those differences, however, is a unified proclama-
tion that Jesus Christ is Lord. Today, we acknowledge the di-
versity of Christ’s church while striving to avoid the division 
Paul warns against that arises from quarrels and dissention.

After a summer of combined worship, we began the program 
year by splitting back to our Thrive and Traditional services. 
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Amidst the excitement to be returning to a sense of “nor-
mal” we haven’t felt since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, there has been a detectable amount of grief ex-
pressed about the loss of a unified church service. Just as 
we had become used to seeing one another every Sunday 
for worship, our congregation has seemingly split back into 
respective groups participating in respective ministries all 
depending on what worship service we attend.

But as Paul reminds us, there is no Thrive congregation, 
nor is there a Traditional congregation at FPC. There are no 
Thrive or Traditional ministries, groups, or gatherings on our 
schedule. Rather, there is a diverse set of opportunities for 
all of us to worship Christ, strengthen our faith, and serve 
the community through mission work. While we may not be 
able to worship together every Sunday, we have plenty of 

opportunities to be together in Sunday school, Wednesday 
Night Alive, fellowship events, small groups, and mission 
ministries. If we follow Christ, we can be a diverse congre-
gation without being a divisive one.

As we continue to kick off the program year, I encourage 
you to become involved in one of the many ministry offer-
ings we host throughout the week. In doing so, I bet you’ll 
meet someone you’d never see on a Sunday morning. If you 
are looking for a new way to plug more into FPC, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me personally. May we strive to 
be a unified congregation that celebrates our diversity while 
maintaining our unity.

See you at Church!
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STEWARDSHIP SEASON IS UPON US!
In the midst of all of the changes happening here at FPC, it can be difficult to 
navigate change and soon our brain becomes filled with the “what-ifs.” But on 
the flip side, there is excitement to be had and lives to be changed!

During this time of change, we challenge you to be in prayer about what you can 
do to help bring change within your involvement at FPC. God has entrusted all 
of us with different resources and calls us to use them wisely to serve and love 
others. Whether it’s teaching Sunday School, providing input on a committee, 
becoming more involved in a small group or circle, providing your hands for mis-
sion work, or simply giving more in your monthly financial pledge, we task you 
to change!
 
Stewardship kicked off this last Sunday with a goal to raise $1.4 million so FPC 
can continue experiencing joy and providing generosity as faithful disciples, not 
just to you, but the greater community as well. Please join us in the challenge 
to change by filling out the pledge card you received in the mail, or scan the QR 
code to the right!



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Jim Jones   11/1
Spence Newcombe  11/3
Danny Page   11/3
Dennis Winkles   11/4
Les McLean   11/4
David Wentz   11/4
Kevin Schultz   11/5
Dan Trueman   11/5
Sarah de la Vega  11/6
Mandy Digby   11/7
Don Vaughn, Jr.   11/7
Charles Davenport  11/7
Bruce Sudderth   11/8
Pat Glenn   11/8
Marion Farkas   11/9
Don Thrower   11/9
Tina Barringer   11/10
Jen Winningham  11/11
Ellie Mudd   11/11
Lindy Sell   11/11
Caroline Bowyer  11/11
David Garrett   11/11

Stephen de la Vega  11/12
Dan Commerford  11/12
Josie Conner   11/12
Trey Templeton   11/13
Debbie Rhyne   11/13
Louise Keir   11/13
Linda McGregor   11/14
Richard de la Vega  11/14
Sarah Giles   11/14
Clarissa Craig   11/15
Larry Stiles   11/15
David Gibbons   11/16
Mallory Craig   11/16
Hayes Pierce   11/17
Kim Price   11/17
Robert Buckles   11/18
Adam Jackson   11/19
Doug Harris   11/19
Kathy Brown   11/20
Ed Anderson   11/21
Carole Fuller   11/21
David Jennings   11/21

Shelton Winget   11/22
June Thompson   11/22
Ed Reese   11/23
Baxter Harrill   11/23
Martha Thomas   11/24
Bill Henry   11/24
Scott Roberts   11/24
Ragan Rogers   11/24
Rachel Rockett   11/25
Beth Silvers   11/25
John Duncan   11/26
David Dickson   11/26
Rebecca Wren   11/26
Lee Matheny   11/27
Sydney Craig   11/28
Bill Massey   11/28
Josh Rutherford   11/28
Travis Lipscomb   11/28
Pamela Joles   11/29
Zach Beaty   11/29
Don Renfro   11/29
Mary Stewart Efird  11/30

CONDOLENCES TO:
Julie Sims upon the death of her husband, Bob Sims, on 
September 11. Memorial service will be held in the Chapel on 
October 7 at 1:30 pm.

OUR JOY IS WITH:
Joellen and Russell Harris upon the birth of their great 
grandchildren, Jesse Grant Berry and Alana Ray Berry, on 
September 20.



ON THE HORIZON
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NICKEL-A-MEAL
Check your pockets, purse, and car for any loose coins you 
see. Save them for collection day so we may feed the hun-
gry! Please remember a nickel a day helps keep hunger 
away!

On Sunday, October 9, we will collect offerings for Nickel-
A-Meal! Look for the red buckets or make your donations at 
www.fpcgastonia.org/giving (select Nickel-A-Meal fund) or 
by mailing a check to our church.

CALLING ALL GARDENERS!
One of the many ministries of FPC Gastonia is maintaining a plot at The Rotary Community Garden on 
Franklin Blvd. We have had bountiful harvests this year of collards and green beans and soon it will be 
time to plant carrots! If you would like to join a team from our church to support this ministry, please email 
Caroline Letts (carolinehletts@gmail.com) for more information.



WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
Come out each Wednesday at 5:30 pm 
for Wednesday Night Alive! Explore 
with us as we Animate Faith through 
the insights of contemporary think-
ers and theologians, such as Nadia 
Bolz-Weber, Brian McLaren, and Bruce 
Reyes-Chow. Nursery care is provided. 
Kindergarten through 5th grade will 
join together for Children’s Choir with 
Holly Howell. We hope you will join us 
as we fellowship together to deepen 

our faith!

SPECIAL MUSIC NIGHT
Join us at 5:30 Wednesday evening, October 12, for A Night of 
Acoustic Music and Fellowship.  After our meal, music will be 
provided by Matt Smith and The Shepherds (Pastor Dan and Pas-
tor Lance).  There will be several opportunities to sing along with 
old beloved hymns, contemporary praise favorites, and a little 
bit of rock and roll too!  Warm up your voices for a night of lively 
tunes and fun fellowship.

BLOOD DRIVE
The Blood Drive is back! The Bloodmobile 
will be here from 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm on 
October 17 and will be located on the Gar-
rison Blvd. side of the parking lot. No ap-
pointment is required!
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
We will have a congregational meeting 
on Sunday, October 16 at the beginning 
of the 11:00 am service in the Sanctu-
ary for the purpose of electing the As-
sociate Pastor Nominating Committee. 
Pictures and bios of those nominated 
are listed below:

Robert Buckles
My name is Robert Buckles, my wife is Kate and we have two daughters Mamie and Sally.  We 
were not born in Gastonia but we got here as soon as we could. Since being a member I have 
served on several committees including  Budget,  Building and Grounds, investment committee 
and pastoral care. I also have served as a deacon. Also, I have chaperoned many activities with 
the youth including ski trips, summer float trips. I have been a member of the Henderlite Sunday 
School class since we joined in 1996. I hope all these points of involvement will serve the church 
well in selecting a new assistant minister.

Ernest Sumner II
Ernest Sumner II is a lifelong member of First Presbyterian Church of Gastonia and previous-
ly served as a deacon and a member of the Missions Committee. Ernest attended Gaston Day 
School and graduated from Forestview High School. He received a B.A. in Environmental Studies 
and Geography from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. While at Chapel Hill, Ernest 
met his wife Sarah Rabon Sumner of Raleigh, NC. Last year, they celebrated the birth of their first 
child Ernest III.  They reside in McAdenville with their dog Wells. He works as a Sale Representa-
tive for the Mill Devices Division of A.B. Carter, Inc. servicing the textile and composite industries 
throughout North America.

Mike Wallace
I am a native of Gastonia. My wife Leslie and I joined First Presbyterian Church in 1993. We have 
two sons, Michael (27) and Rob (25). I have had the opportunity to serve various committees: Mu-
sic and Worship, Adult Ministries, Stewardship, Nominating, Long Range Planning and the Legacy 
of Love Preservation Committee. I am a member of the Connections Sunday School Class and am 
the Tartan Master for Kirkin O’ the Tartans. I have worked in senior living for 27 years and am the 
CEO of Tandem Senior Living Advisors. I enjoy volunteering with the Boy Scouts and spending 
time on Lake Wylie boating and fishing.

Mary Layton
Mary has served as a Deacon and Elder. She is Bible Leader for Circle Two/Three and teaches 
Sunday School at Covenant Village. She and David have been married for 56 years. Their family 
includes Maribeth and Wayne Jenkins, Becca and Jason Shiflet, and five delightful grandchildren. 
Also Mac, their Lucas terrier. Mary is a retired English teacher.



Matt Miller
My name is Matt Miller and I have been a member of First Presbyterian Church since 2017.  My 
wife, Stephanie, and I have one daughter, Amelia, who attends Gaston Day School and has just 
begun her sixth-grade year. I am the Sales Manager for Standard Distributors in Gastonia.  I have 
been with the company for over sixteen years. When I am not working or spending time with 
my family, I can be found on the golf course.  I grew up at Parkwood Baptist Church in Gastonia, 
attended Gaston Christian, and graduated from Belmont Abbey. Since joining First Presbyterian, 
I have come an active member of the SALT Sunday school class, served on the Diaconate from 
2019-2021, and was chair of the Missions Committee in 2021.  I am currently a member of the 
Missions Committee. I am very excited about the possibility of serving on the Associate Pastor 
Nominating Committee and look forward to allowing that experience to help me grow in faith and 
service to God and to the First Presbyterian congregation. 

Melanie Duncan
In 2018 our family moved to Gastonia and joined First Presbyterian Church. I enjoyed serving as 
the Chair of the Youth Ministry for two years and am currently on the Diaconate. John and I have 
been married for 29 years and have 2 children. Shelby is a sophomore at NCSU and Joshua is a 
Junior at Gaston Christian School. After taking a professional pause to focus on the family I am 
working again with Winston Retail. I am also active on the board of Sister Cities of Gastonia. I love 
to watch Joshua play soccer for his school and Shelby compete with the NCSU Dressage Team.  

Judy Planer
My husband, Geof, and I joined First Presbyterian Church in 1991. We have two married sons, Jon-
athon and his wife Rose, and Chris and his wife Jessica. We have four grandchildren and I love to 
be with them as much as possible. A few of my activities at FPC include: serving as a Deacon, El-
der, Sunday School teacher for children, Nominating Committee, Pastoral Care Committee, small 
group participant, Moderator of Presbyterian Women, Chair of Adult Ministries, and several other 
committees. In my free time I enjoy walking, reading, and exercising.

NEW FALL SERMON SERIES!
For the upcoming fall, we will dive into a new sermon series 
titled, Meals With Jesus.

Each week, we will cover a passage in Luke where Jesus ate 
with others. At these meals, Jesus revealed to us the King-
dom of God.



FROM MEMORY 
TO HOPE
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On September 14, Rev. Lance Perry kicked off our Wednesday Night Alive programming with “From Memory to Hope,” an 
event aimed at launching the interim process for calling an Associate Pastor.

It was a great night of remembering the past and looking towards the future. Members of the congregation gathered to dis-
cuss memories they had of former Associate Pastor, Rev. Lauren Sease Vanacore, and the legacy she left at FPC Gastonia. 
Memories of baptisms, weddings, and visitations were reminisced on before Rev. Perry transitioned into the process of the 
call for our next Associate Pastor. 

There was a fantastic turnout with about 120 people in attendence. Topics discussed consisted of personnel strategies, 
goals, and plans for the next year.

Wednesday Night Alive continues through December, wrapping up with Advent Music Program on November 30 and De-
cember 7. Come out and join us each week at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall as we Animate Faith.

“There are far better things ahead than any we leave behind.” – C.S. Lewis

PRESBYTERIAN WEEKDAY SCHOOL
Thank you to our thoughtful parents for welcoming PWS back 
with a basket of individually decorated cookies. We appreciate 
your thoughts and prayers as we begin a new school year@



THINGS TO KNOW

9

PLEASE MAKE SURE THE DOORS ARE CLOSED
Please make sure the outside doors are clicked shut when leaving the church. 
We have recently noticed the doors are sometimes not shut completely, leav-
ing the church open for anyone to come in during the night-time hours. For 
security purposes, when you leave the building, please make sure the door 
closes completely behind you.

NOTIFYING THE CHURCH OF
HEALTH CARE ADMISSIONS
The Diaconate would like to remind all church members that if you, your family, 
or other loved ones are admitted to a health care facility such as a hospital, 
nursing home, or rehab facility, FPC will not be notified by these facilities; do-
ing so would be breaking HIPAA laws. If you would like the church staff and 
church family to know about such an event, please call and notify the church 
office.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
We are still in the process of updating the church directory. If you have recently 
changed phone numbers, email addresses, home address, etc., please contact 
Trip Stewart by email or phone.

Phone: (704) 864-2651
Email: tstewart@fpcgastonia.org



   

Presbyterian
Women
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BASKETS FOR BLACK MOUNTAIN
Presbyterian Women is supporting Black Mountain Home for Chil-
dren by contributing gift baskets for the Fall Festival auction. The Fall 
Festival and Open House is October 8 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at 
Black Mountain Home for Children.

CLEANING OUT?
The sewing ministry is taking donations of yarn and cloth. If you have 
any appropriate items that you would like to donate, please drop off 
at the church office or contact Betsy Keith.

PRESBYTERY SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarship opportunities are available to those who are a member of a 
Presbyterian Church of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina, are a high 
school senior, or are already in college. The criteria for awarding scholar-
ships are: need for financial assistance, scholastic ability, leadership of ap-
plicant in church, school, and community.

Packets containing information and applicant forms are available at the re-
ception desk at the church office. The scholarship application is also posted 
on the website of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. You can find it 
by navigating to www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-wom-
en and then looking under “items of interest.”

The application deadline is February 15, 2023.



CIRCLE MEETING SCHEDULE
FOR OCTOBER

Service circle members are welcome to visit any regular circle for the Bible study

PW KICKOFF
The Presbyterian Women kicked off 
their program ministry on September 7 
with a dinner and a lesson taught by 
Rev. Rachel Vogado.
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Please note service views do not include those watching via closed circuit 
television at Covenant Village.

Date

Sept 11

Sept 18

Sept 25

Traditional 
Service

134

86

105

Traditional
Livestream

71

61

48

Thrive
Service

87

68

53

Thrive
Livestream

35

63

26

Date

Sept 4

Combined
Service

72

Combined
Livestream

74
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