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For everyone’s safety, please practice appropriate physical distancing and wear masks at all times.

Words for Silent Prayer and Reflection before Worship
God of mercy, grant that the Word you speak this day may take root in our hearts, 

and bear fruit to your honor and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. AMEN.
-Book of Common Worship-

WE COME TOGETHER

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP 
O come, let us sing to God,
shouting with joy to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
singing joyful songs of praise.

                                
†HYMN

“Open Up the Heavens”                                                             

SHARED PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from Book of Common Worship)
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure go be what you created us to be. You 
alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting 
your love.

By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior…
  

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

WE EMBRACE GOD’S WORD

FIRST TESTAMENT LESSON
Isaiah 2:2-4

EPISTLE LESSON
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11



SERMON
“Already All Ready”  

SPECIAL MUSIC
“Ready”  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever.  AMEN.

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD  
(Tithes and offerings may be presented at www.fpcgastonia.org/giving.)

SHARED PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
As we give thanks for the many ways you bless us, O God, we pray for the guidance of your Spirit to 
share this offering in ways that bless others. Keep us awake and alert to the generosity of your will and 
ways. Help us recognize and respond to the risen Christ in our midst. Nerve us with the confidence to 
be agents of the good news of your transforming compassion and grace. AMEN.

†HYMN
“O For A World”            

†BLESSING

†POSTLUDE
“May the God of Hope Go with Us”

Worship Leaders:  
Rev. Fred Lyon, Rev. Lauren Sease Vanacore, Pastor John H. Stanley,

Bethany Jennings, David Jennings, Matt Smith

Childcare is now being provided during worship! 
Children up to the age of 7 are invited to go to the PWS playground during the 11:00 a.m. outdoor worship 
service, where our nursery caregivers and volunteers will be there to supervise and keep everyone safe. 

If your child is able to wear a mask, please encourage them to do so!



 O FOR A WORLD
Verse 1

O for a world where everyone
respects each other’s ways,
where love is lived and all is done
with justice and with praise.

Verse 2
 O for a world where goods are shared
and misery relieved,
where truth is spoken, children spared,
equality achieved.

Verse 3
We welcome one world family
and struggle with each choice
that opens us to unity
and gives our vision voice.
.

Verse 4
The poor are rich; the weak are strong;
the foolish ones are wise.
Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong,
who perishes will rise.

Verse 5
O for a world preparing for
God’s glorious reign of peace,
where time and tears will be no more,
and all but love will cease.

OPEN UP THE HEAVENS
Verse 1

We’ve waited for this day
We’re gathered in Your Name
Calling out to You
Your glory like a fire awakening desire
Will burn our hearts with truth

Pre-Chorus
You’re the reason we’re here
You’re the reason we’re singing

Chorus
Open up the heavens we want to see You
Open up the floodgates a mighty river
Flowing from Your heart
Filling every part of our praise

Verse 2
Your presence in this place Your glory on our face
We’re looking to the sky
Descending like a cloud You’re standing with us now
Lord unveil our eyes

Bridge
Show us show us Your glory
Show us show us Your power
Show us show us Your glory Lord



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO LESSON
Please join us online at 10:00 a.m. as Vickie Burgess presents this week’s Sunday School video lesson 
titled, “Confident Love” You can find this video, along with our pastoral and staff videos, at 
www.fpcgastonia.org/videos.

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
While we dedicate our pledges during today’s service, our stewardship campaign continues! Thank you 
to those who have already completed their 2020 pledge, and for those who haven’t, it’s not too late!  A 
blank pledge card can be picked up from the vestibule by the church office or you can complete your 
pledge online at www.fpcgastonia.org/stewardship. 

DRIVE AND DROP FOOD DRIVE
Crisis Assistance Ministry (CAM) is currently experiencing a shortage of food. CAM is requesting 
donations of canned soups, canned vegetables, instant or canned potatoes, macaroni and cheese, 
breakfast items, and canned fruit. Mindful of the Matthew 25 initiative to eradicate hunger, our church is 
going to have a “Drive and Drop Food Drive.” Volunteers from the Missions Ministry will receive food at 
the chapel entrance from 9:00-11:00 a.m. on November 21. Also, on the Sundays that outdoor worship 
takes place, items can be dropped off at the chapel entrance on Sunday mornings through November 
22. All collected items will then be delivered to CAM.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Bring your lunch and click on the Zoom link in the Friday E-Blast or register on the church website to join 
Lauren and Fred for “table fellowship,” prayer, and study on Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m.! This week Lauren 
will teach the final lesson of “You Better Believe It!” a study written by Adam Hamilton focusing on the 
Apostles’ Creed. 

Beginning in December, Fred will teach “All Marked Up,” on Tuesdays, December 1, 8, and 15, and 
January 5, 12, 19, and 26. Even if you can’t Zoom for every lesson, gather when you are able as together 
we will share “Food for Thought.”

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE!
Join us this week as we continue our advent series, The Redemption of Scrooge, from author Matt 
Rawle. From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present, and the resurrection of Christmas 
future, this Advent study will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys as we look at 
this familiar story through the lens of faith. Here is the line up for the upcoming Wednesdays:
November 18: Charlie Grissom will teach the Remembrance of Christmas Past
December 2: Sylvia Sewell will teach the Life of Christmas Present
December 9:  Bob Blake will teach the Hope of Christmas Future 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING FOR CHILDREN’S HOMES
Each year on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, we receive an offering for the Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes in our area:  Black Mountain Home for Children, Barium Springs Home for Children and 
Grandfather Mountain Home for Children.  (Barium Springs and Grandfather Home are in partnership 
under the Children’s Hope Alliance umbrella.) This year, more than ever, these children need our support.  
Please make your contributions, either online or by writing a check to the church (“Children’s Homes” on 
memo line), to show your support to these faithful organizations that care for children in the most need 
in Western North Carolina.  To learn more about these three homes for children, visit: 
www.BlackMountainHome.org and www.childrenshopealliance.org.  


