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For everyone’s safety, please practice appropriate physical distancing and wear masks at all times.

Words for Silent Prayer and Reflection before Worship
Day and night around the throne they never stop singing:

Holy, holy, holy is the Sovereign God Almighty—
who was, who is, and who is to come.

-Revelation 4:8b-

WE COME TOGETHER

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Colossians 1:15-18)
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in Christ all things in heaven and 
on earth are created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers.
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,
All things have been created through Christ and for Christ. Christ is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. Christ is head of the body, the church; Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
so that he might come to have first place in everything.
Let us worship God with gladness.       
Let us praise God singing songs of wonder and praise.
                  

†HYMN
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”                                                             

SHARED PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from Book of Common Worship)
Great and gracious God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Sovereign of all. We confess that we have 
not bowed before him, and are slow to acknowledge his rule. We give allegiance to the powers of the 
world, and fail to be governed by compassion, justice, and love. In your mercy, O God, forgive us. Raise 
us to acclaim Christ as ruler of all, that we may be loyal ambassadors of his reconciling will and ways…  

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

WE EMBRACE GOD’S WORD

EPISTLE LESSON
Philippians 2:5-11



GOSPEL LESSON
Matthew 25:31-46

SERMON
“The Commonwealth of Christ”  

ANTHEM
“Lord of the Small” arr by Dan Forrest

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

†PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever.  AMEN.

OFFERTORY
“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” 

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD  
(Tithes and offerings may be presented at www.fpcgastonia.org/giving.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

†HYMN
“We Give You Thanks”            

†BLESSING

†POSTLUDE
“May the God of Hope Go with Us”

Worship Leaders:  
Rev. Fred Lyon, Rev. Lauren Sease Vanacore, Pastor John H. Stanley,

Bethany Jennings, David Jennings, Matt Smith

Childcare is now being provided during worship! 
Children up to the age of 7 are invited to go to the PWS playground during the 11:00 a.m. outdoor worship 
service, where our nursery caregivers and volunteers will be there to supervise and keep everyone safe. 

If your child is able to wear a mask, please encourage them to do so!



WE GIVE YOU THANKS 
Verse 1

We bless You Creator Provider we bless You
We bless You Redeemer oh Jesus we bless You
By the means of grace and the hope of glory

Chorus 1
 And Almighty God Father of mercies
We give You thanks
For all Your goodness for how You love us
We give You we give You thanks 

Verse 2
We praise You Creator Provider we praise You
We praise You Redeemer oh Jesus we praise You
By the means of grace and the hope of glory
.

.
Bridge

All honor and glory forever
From now till the end of the age (4x)

Chorus 2
Almighty God Father of mercies
We give You thanks
For all Your goodness for how You love us
We give You we give You
(REPEAT)
We give You we give You
We give You we give You thanks

Ending
We give You thanks
We give You thanks
We give You thanks

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS
Verse 1

Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity

Verse 2
Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

Verse 3
Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a scepter sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
absorbed in prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end;
and round his pierced feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.

Verse 4
Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time;
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.



 WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO LESSON
Please join us online as Craig Whitley presents this week’s Sunday School video lesson titled, “Sharing 
Love” You can find this video, along with our pastoral and staff videos, at www.fpcgastonia.org/videos.

THANKSGIVING OFFERING FOR CHILDREN’S HOMES
Each year on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, we receive an offering for the Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes in our area:  Black Mountain Home for Children, Barium Springs Home for Children and 
Grandfather Mountain Home for Children.  (Barium Springs and Grandfather Home are in partnership 
under the Children’s Hope Alliance umbrella.) This year, more than ever, these children need our support.  
Please make your contributions, either online or by writing a check to the church (“Children’s Homes” 
on memo line.) This Sunday, November 22, is the last day we will receive checks/cash contributions for 
this important ministry.  Online contributions can be made through Wednesday, November 25.  To learn 
more about these three homes for children, visit: 
www.BlackMountainHome.org and www.childrenshopealliance.org.  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Beginning on Tuesday, December 1, at 12:00 p.m., Fred will teach “All Marked Up,” a 7-week overview 
on the book of Mark. We encourage you too bring your lunch and click on the Zoom link in the Friday 
E-Blast or register on the church website to join us for “table fellowship,” prayer, and study on Tuesdays 
at 12:00 p.m.! Even if you can’t Zoom for every lesson, gather when you are able as together we will 
share “Food for Thought.”
Please note that we will not be meeting this Tuesday, November 24, due to the Thanksgiving holiday or  
during Christmastide break on December 22 and 29.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE!
Join us this week as we continue our advent series, The Redemption of Scrooge, from author Matt 
Rawle. From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present, and the resurrection of Christmas 
future, this Advent study will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys as we look at 
this familiar story through the lens of faith. Here is the line up for the upcoming Wednesdays:
December 2: Sylvia Seawell will teach the Life of Christmas Present
December 9:  Bob Blake will teach the Hope of Christmas Future 

THANKSGIVING OFFICE HOURS
As we approach Thanksgiving, please note an adjustment to the church office hours. The church staff will 
be out of the office on Thursday, November 26, and Friday, November 27, in observance of Thanksgiving. 
The staff will return to regular office hours on Monday, November 30. 
If, over the holiday, you need pastoral care in the event of an emergency or due to the hospitalization 
or death of church member, please call the church office at (704) 864-2651, and please press 5 to be 
connected to the pastor on call. 
We wish you a safe and happy holiday!

DONATE YOUR THRIFT ITEMS!
As we begin the advent season, we will be collecting gently used thrift items for Black Mountain Home 
for Children, Youth and Families. We will be accepting donations at the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, 
December 3, from 4:00-6:30 p.m., on Friday, December 4, from 4:00-6:30 p.m., and on Saturday, 
December 5, from 10:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. You are encouraged to bring large or bulky items on Saturday, 
as there will be no assistance with loading or unloading on Thursday or Friday.  We also ask that all 
donations are packaged in boxes or plastic bags to limit the potential spread of  COVID-19.


