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It is difficult to know just where to begin in these days 
when there is a worldwide pandemic that is a bit 
frightening. And yet, as Christians, we are called to hold 
that in tension with our faith. Admittedly, some days that 
is easier than others. We read or hear the news and just 
want to weep for those who are suffering so mightily, 
not necessarily in the actual illness, but also in the daily 
strain of working from home, homeschooling children, 
concern for our elderly friends and family members, 
some even in quarantine, lost jobs or wages, and what 
looks to be a bleak future, at least in the immediate. The 
unknown is always scary, but the complete unknown with 
dire consequences we know are coming, it is downright 

terrifying. You feel it, I feel it, all God’s children feel it.

BUT, in the midst of our fear and trembling, there is great 
Light … or, maybe I should express it GREAT LIGHT. We 
are very nearly at the end of our Lenten journey, and my, 
oh my, what a journey it has been this year. We began 
Lent by saying we would focus on the “wilderness” part 
of the journey, and no sooner did that trek begin than the 
coronavirus took (strangle) hold. I suspect the majority of 
you reading this newsletter are getting along moderately 
well, and I give thanks to God for that. Is it a pain to wash 
our hands 100 times each day? 

1

Dear First Presbyterian Church family and friends,

IN THIS ISSUE
Physical Distancing            

- Page 4

Holy Week Services                              
- Page 6

Children and Youth      
- Page 8

Congregational 
Updates                             
- Page 10

The First Press

Continued on page 2



2

Sure. It is annoying to have to maintain a 6’ distance from 
anyone else when we leave our house? Sure. Is it nerve-
racking to have to be so vigilant in wiping things down to 
maintain our safety and health? Sure. Are we going a little 
bit stir-crazy? Of course. But, do we still have food? Yes. Do 
we have a place to lay our head at night? Do we have TVs 
and books and computers to keep us entertained? Yes. Yes. 
Yes. You hear from the pastoral staff of First Presbyterian 
Church how abundantly blessed we are, and one way to 
minimize our anxiety is to recognize and celebrate that, 
focus on that. I have witnessed more humor and creativity 
in every form in the last few weeks than I have seen in a 
whole handful of years. Focus on that! We have also been 
granted an abundance of time, which most of us also lament 
regularly that we do not have enough of.

What do we do now with what seems like an endless 
supply of time???

We connect with our families – we sit at the dinner table 
together, we call each other, we write cards and letters and 
emails. I have a scheduled video chat at lunchtime several 
days a week with my 5 year old grandson in Portland, OR. 
We clean out closets and drawers, we rearrange our rooms, 
we rediscover long neglected hobbies. Some of us spend a 
lot of time standing in front of an open refrigerator! We do 
things we have not had the time to do because we were so 
busy. Now, it is time to take a breath. For years, my email 
signature included the following, which is so apropos for an 
interim minister: Slow down, calm down, don’t worry, don’t 
hurry, trust the process. In our current circumstances, “trust 
the process” means to follow the best practices to help 
flatten the curve on this pandemic.

What do we do now with what seems like an endless 
supply of time???

I ask this again to get to the real heart of why I am asking 
the question. 

We have God’s word that informs and leads us in our time of 
need, and now we have plenty of time to read and study it! If 
you have not done so already (or recently), read the book of 
Psalms. Pick another book of the Bible that you have always 
liked, and read it from beginning to end – and do not just 
choose the shortest one (see below)! Let me take a quick 
pause and share the following interesting facts:

• Longest Old Testament book (when measuring by   
  chapters): Psalms, with 150 chapters, 2,461 verses

• Longest Old Testament book (when measuring by            
  Hebrew word count): Jeremiah, with approximately          
  33,000 words in the original language

• Shortest Old Testament book: Obadiah, with 21 verses,    
  670 words

• Longest New Testament book: Luke, with 1,151 verses

• Shortest New Testament book: 2 John, with 13 verses,    
  298 words

I challenge you take scripture reading on!

The other thing is, and some of you laugh and may think I am 
making light of this when I say:

PRAY EARLY, PRAY OFTEN!!
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!!

PRAY, PRAY, PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!!

I am not kidding! Because we know that when God’s people 
pray, things happen!  Relief, comfort, assurance, restoration, 
calm, whatever we need, whenever we need it. The world 
and many people need physical healing – pray for that. 
Rulers and politicians need wisdom – pray for that. People 
have lost their jobs – pray for them. Families are separated 
– pray for them. People are isolated and lonely and scared 
– pray for them. You know the list is endless. And, pray 
for yourself. Even as brave a demeanor as some of us are 
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On March 1, we celebrated Women’s and Girl 
Scout Sunday.  We are so grateful for all the 
women in our congregation, who act as our 

mothers and Grandmothers of faith.

putting on, I do not believe there is a one among us who is 
not gravely concerned. Ask God to lift up your heart. And, 
remember, this Lenten journey is not over. We know the 
answer, though, when it does reach its conclusion on Easter 
day, and I choose not to wait until then to proclaim:

HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN! 
JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN, INDEED!

That is our hope always and forever, and certainly in the 
days ahead!

And, finally, I will leave you with two passages from scripture 
on which to dwell. First, the verse I quoted in one of the short 
video chats I sent you recently, from 2 Corinthians 12:9. The 
apostle Paul was lamenting to God about the thorn in his 
flesh, and God responded:

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect 
in weakness.

There are many among us and many around the world who 
feel helpless and weak right now. But, have confidence, dear 

children of God, we are not alone. God does not abandon 
us, God’s grace is, indeed, sufficient. And, another word of 
encouragement from Romans 8:26:

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought,

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words.

Friends, please take good care. Check on one another. Pray 
for one another. Pray for your staff as we try to navigate 
faithfully through these uncharted waters, remembering 
those same waters of our baptism. Because, above all else, 
even amidst trials and tribulations, we can still confidently 
declare …

GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME 
AND ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD!

Your sister in Christ, 

Cindy



The coronavirus (COVID-19) has taken the world by surprise, 
shaking us from our normal lives and routines. We are 
confronted with a world that is changing and adapting 
rapidly as we confront the disease. Thankfully, technology 
allows us to stay connected and continue worshipping God 
together. Here, find some of our tips for worshipping at 
home, staying healthy, and navigating this new technology.

Worshipping with Children at Home

Though nothing can replace the community found when 
Christians worship together, worshipping at home can 
still be a sacred and special time for your family.  For your 
children, it can be hard to understand that church is not just 
a building, but a whole family of believers coming together 
to worship God. Use this opportunity to teach children 
the importance of worship, prayer, and sabbath no matter 
where you are!

Create a Sacred Space

We recommend setting aside a special place in your home 
for worship.  As a family, set up candles, sticks, pebbles, 
and a piece of purple cloth as a reminder of our Lenten 
Wilderness.  Once completed, share a picture of your sacred 
space on social media.

Hit Pause

This is the perfect time to answer any questions your 
children might have about how and why we worship.  Feel 
free to hit the pause button during the Livestream service 
and discuss the liturgy, order of worship, or sermon. Make 
worship interactive!

Have Fun

When worshipping at home, we don’t have to worry about 
our little ones wiggling in the pews.  Worship is a time for 
reverence, but it is also a time for joy!  It is important for 
children to understand that the news we hear on Sunday is 
SO good, and it is okay to let that goodness flow!

Physical Distancing
Tips for Navigating COVID-19 and Digital Media

4

Create a sacred space in your home 
to gather for worship 
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Be sure to join us for 
our Livestream worship 

services!
Services begin each 
Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. and are 
available to stream 
on Facebook or at 

www.fpcgastonia.org/
livestream 

Tips for Zoom

We are blessed to live during a time when we can 
communicate with each other electronically while we are 
unable to meet in person.  Zoom is a great resource that 
allows you to talk with one person or multiple people at 
once via video conference. 

Keep the Noise Low

When participating in a Zoom call with multiple participants, 
the background noise and chatter can easily become 
overwhelming.  To minimize on any extra noise, keep your 
audio muted until you need to speak.  Hold down the 
spacebar to unmute your mic and let your voice be heard!

No computer? No problem!

One touch dialing allows you to join a call using your 
phone’s audio - just like a regular phone call! Simply dial the 
one touch phone number for your time zone, and you will 
automatically be added to the group call.

Stay Healthy

Wash Your Hands Often

Make sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer 
frequently, especially after touching any frequently touched 
surfaces, or coughing/sneezing. Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose, mouth, and face with unwashed hands.

Avoid Close Contact

Make sure to keep some distance between yourself and 
others.  Health officials recommend staying at least 6 feet 

apart to keep the virus from spreading. Try to stay home and 
limit physical contact for your safety and the safety of others!

Emergency Phone Line

If you have an emergency while the church is closed during 
the Covid-19 crisis, please call the church phone number 
at 704-864-2651 and follow the prompt to the emergency 
line.  When you call the church phone number, it is linked 
directly to the mobile number of the pastor who is on-call, 
so calls will be answered immediately.   Please reserve this 
function for a true emergency, but do no hesitate to follow 
the prompts if you or someone you know is in immediate 
need.  Thank you for helping the pastoral staff stay afoot of 
pastoral needs during this time of being apart.

Online Giving

God still calls us to give abundantly as we have been given.  
We encourage you to remember the church and its missions 
by continuing to give your tithes and offerings during these 
unusual times. Our community is experiencing a time of 
great need, and as Christians God calls us to action for such 
a time as this. We are grateful for your continued support of 
the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church during 
a time when it is needed more than ever!

Gifts may be received by online 
by scanning the QR Code, visiting 
www.fpcgastonia.org/giving or 
by mail at 1621 East Garrison 
Boulevard, Gastonia, N.C., 
28054.



Holy Week Services
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Sunday, April 5 - Palm Sunday

Our Palm Sunday worship service will Livestream from the sanctuary beginning at 11:00 a.m. Please join us virtually as 
we begin Holy Week.

Thursday, April 9 - Maundy Thursday

Our Maundy Thursday service will Livestream from the chapel beginning at 7:00 p.m.  We encourage you to set aside 
a sacred space for worship in your home where you can participate in communion using common elements. With the 
Word proclaimed, and the words of institution spoken, we will commune together with the Lord’s Supper at the same 
time from our own homes.  This service, and its parallels, remind us of Jesus’ last supper with the disciples.

Friday, April 10 - Good Friday

Our Good Friday Tenebrae Service will be broadcast on April 10, at 7:00 p.m. During this service, we will reflect on the 
ultimate sacrifice, made by Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, and then we will wait in darkness for the resurrection 
of our Lord.

Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday

At 6:56 a.m., on Easter morning, watch for a sunrise video update from Dr. Cynthia M. Benz.

At 11:00 a.m., we will Livestream one service from the sanctuary, adorned with Easter lilies.  We are excited to welcome 
the Carolina Brass!  They will share their beautiful musical gifts as we participate in worship remotely. We have also 
asked other PCUSA pastors in Gaston County to assist in leading worship and invite their congregations to join us via 
Livestream.  Join us as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ! Following the service, church members are invited to 
drive by the church (while maintaining a 6’ distance from other members) with flowers for our blooming cross.

After Easter Sunday, we will return to Livestreaming two services each week. Thrive will Livestream from 
the Fellowship Hall at 8:55 a.m., and Traditional worship will Livestream from the sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. 
On May 3, we will celebrate the sacrament of Communion using a “Drive Thru” method. Both services will 
Livestream as normal, and church members will have the opportunity to pick up pre-packaged Communion 
elements at the church in one of our three drive thru locations beginning at 12:15 p.m.  We plan to return to 

physical worship and all other scheduled activities on May 10. Please stay tuned for future updates.
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Congregational Cares
April Birthdays

Condolences to:
Quay Williford and family upon the death of his sister, 
Margaret “Meg” Williford, February 24, 2020.
Grady and Sally Kennington upon the death of Grady’s 
brother-in-law, Ricky Boyd Martin, March 2, 2020.
Nova and Tom Watson upon the death of Nova’s mother, 
Nell Tatham, March 5, 2020.
Stuart Roberts and Preston Roberts, upon the death of 
their mother, Ann W. Roberts, March 15, 2020.

Julie and Frank Craig, and their daughters Sidney, 
Mallory, and Carly upon the death of Julie’s mother, 
Marlene Elizabeth Hooker, March 18, 2020.

Jake Kennington 4/1 Dick Akers 4/11 Donna Dickson 4/21
Jay Seawell 4/1 Braden Crabtree 4/11 Barbara Hunter 4/21
Glen King 4/2 Don Harrison 4/11 Tim Efird 4/22

Scotty King 4/2 Marshall LaFar 4/11 Emily Simpson 4/22
Helen Rogers 4/2 Patricia Warren 4/11 Brendon Withers 4/22

Cynthia Anderson 4/3 Will Choquet 4/12 Sarah Thompson 4/23
David Pacetti 4/3 Shelby Gaskin 4/13 Barbara Voorhees 4/24
Linda Dixon 4/4 Sally Kate Buckles 4/13 Luther Blair 4/25

Jimmy Greene 4/5 Peggy Cooke 4/13 Elizabeth Crabtree 4/25
June Jones 4/5 Emily Dickson 4/13 John Rhyne 4/25

Alan Rutherford 4/5 Eric Francum 4/13 Tim DuBois 4/26
Nancy Harrill 4/6 Erika Wallace 4/13 Mac Kelly 4/26

Sloan Walthall 4/6 Beverly Stewart 4/14 Megan Reen 4/27
Robert Cinq-Mars 4/7 Susan Adams 4/15 Leigh Williford 4/27

Jessica Schultz 4/7 Mary Bumgardner 4/15 John Lowery 4/28
Anna Vaughn 4/7 Larkin Efird 4/16 Greg Cherry 4/29

Samuel Deason 4/8 Evan Shiflet 4/16 Barbara Hammerle 4/29
Ross Boyd 4/9 Barbara Spencer 4/17 Billy Simmons, Jr. 4/29
Julie Craig 4/9 Jackson Falls 4/18 Hugh Bryant 4/30

Sharon McGerrigle 4/9 Marsh Spencer 4/18 Dustin Letts 4/30
James Vaughn 4/9 Laura Anderson 4/19 Jennifer Poag 4/30
Nan Bridgeman 4/10 Jim Cookson 4/19 Mandy Mudd 4/30

Allison Howe 4/10 Isobel Rose 4/19
Knox Winget 4/10 Nell Alala 4/20



Children and Youth
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Hello from home!

What a strange whirlwind these last few weeks have been. I’ve started to lose track of the days, so I’m grateful for 
deadlines (like the one for this piece!) to keep me in check. I’ve missed coming together in community ever since we 
left, but I can’t ignore some of the good things that have come from this disruption of our normal schedules. As we’ve 
seen time and time again, when we experience a crisis, it becomes so pertinent to, as Mr. Rogers advised us, look for the 
helpers. So many of you in this congregation, in Gastonia, and throughout the world are doing incredible work to support 
others in this time of need. For that, we see you and we give thanks. 

Another silver lining I’ve noticed is that this new reality compels us to communicate, both with those in our own homes 
and those far away whose safety we are concerned for. I’ve been fortunate enough to have video chats with friends 
from many different parts of my life, some of whom I hadn’t spoken to in years. My roommate and I, who, though we live 
together, rarely see each other, have reconnected over house cleaning, guitar playing, and bread baking. Without the 
same emphasis on the activity when gathering with friends, youth, children, and co-workers, the emphasis seems to have 
shifted to the conversation. While we know that actions often speak louder than words, and that, as followers of Jesus 
Christ we are called to do things—to show we are Christians by our love—sometimes that showing comes in the form of 
sitting, listening, and being present for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Finally, I would be remiss not to mention the stunning amount of creativity and pooling of resources that has come 
from this shift in our daily lives. Rarely, if ever, have I seen people coming together to such an extent in order to keep 
themselves and everyone else afloat. Creative solutions have been flowing in from every direction to help us roll with the 
daily updates—it’s creativity that has kept us from falling flat on our faces. Creativity thrives in confinement. Out of the 
wilderness comes new life.

I know that the wilderness has been more difficult for some than others. To those who are missing final days with your 
school community, to those who are missing the births and deaths of loved ones, and to those who are risking their 
health to continue working everyday, we see you and we love you. Please let us know how we can help you through this. 

So, as we move forward into this new unknown, let us trust that God will help us to be resilient, and careful, and 
compassionate, and creative, and strong enough to withstand things thrown our way. And when it gets to be too much for 
us to bare, God is right there to carry us through. May God bless us in this wilderness with enough confusion to remind 
us that we don’t have all the answers, enough hunger for community to make us reach our welcome beyond our comfort 
zones, and enough disruption of daily schedules to wake us up to new ways of knowing God and God’s children. 

Peace be with you all,

Susannah Bryant
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Children and Youth
While we practice physical distancing, youth group will 
continue to meet on Sunday nights via Zoom. We will 
follow our normal schedule (Mid. Highs from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. and Sr. Highs from 7:00-8:00 p.m.) Watch for links 
in the Youth E-Blast!

Sunday Night Youth Group Online

Join us every Wednesday for Wednesday Night Alive 
on Zoom! We will gather at 6:00 p.m. to catch up, play 
games, read Bible Stories, and be reminded that we 
are still part of one body of Christ even though we’re 
at home. 
A Zoom link will be sent out each week in the Children’s 
E-Blast.

Children’s Virtual Wednesday Night Alive

Springtime is usually filled with so many celebrations, Easter being the most important one. This is also the time of year our 
8th grade students make their Profession of Faith and are Confirmed by the church.  Fortunately, the seven Confirmation 
students were able to go on their retreat at the end of February.  Yet, since then, in this experience of physical distancing, 
Confirmation class is happening not face-to-face, but by way of Zoom video conferencing every Sunday morning. The 
students continue to work on their Statements of Faith.  We are furthering our conversations about what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus Christ, a Presbyterian and a member of the church.  Unfortunately, our 8th graders were previously 
scheduled to be Confirmed during worship on April 26, but in all likelihood, this will be postponed.  Yet, the congregation 
is invited to pray for these seven young people and the ways in which they are preparing their hearts and minds to profess 
their faith in Jesus Christ, whatever the date may be.  

Please remember in your daily prayers:  Eva Coffey, Tripp Current, Joshua Duncan, Karl Osei-Boateng, Carter Robinson, 
Ellie Shine, and Will Vanacore.  We look forward to the day we can celebrate this milestone in their journey of faith with 
them and their families. 

Pray for our Confirmation Students
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Updates

Navigating the Path to Emotional Wellness

Community members and professionals are invited to attend 
an informative seminar about mental health and emotional 
wellness, on May 13, 2020, at First Presbyterian Church.  
This  seminar is free to attend and registration is open to 
all.  Breakfast and lunch are included with registration. All 
professionals will receive continuing education credit for 
their attendance.  Participants may choose which sessions 
to attend based on their interest.  Our speakers have been 
chosen due to their expertise in the field of mental health, 
and for their varied background as counselors.

Register online at www.fpcgastonia.org/
emotionalwellness

Planned Giving Ministry

What part of church life means the most to you?  Is there 
a ministry or program that has made a difference to your 
life of a family member’s life? A legacy gift from your estate 
to the church can keep our community growing so it can 
bless others in the future.  Gifts, regardless of size, can 
grow and assure that things you feel important continue for 
generations.

Contact a member of the Planned Gift Ministry and find out 
how you can make it happen.

A Letter From Your Pastor Nominating Committee
Dear Congregation Family,

Thank you for the overwhelming response to the discussion groups and your continued support as we seek to discern God’s 
plan for our next senior minister.  A crucial piece of this process is to tap into the collective power of prayer.  Your PNC will 
begin every meeting with prayer and a scriptural lesson, reading, or devotional. We want to “get our minds (and our hearts) 
right” before we dig into God’s work.  

Clear communication and transparency are always wanted, but the PNC is constrained by the required confidentiality 
of a search process.  In trying to determine how we can stay connected with the congregation while confidential in our 
deliberations, we have decided to recruit you to our team spiritually.  

During the “search process” we will regularly share with the congregation our scripture study or lesson and request specific 
prayers. Eventually our work will be completed and we will have a record of how we all interacted with God’s Word through 
the inevitable highs and lows or journey.  Not only will we be prayerfully working together as an entire congregation, but 
we will celebrate a historical witness and see how God was at work during pivotal moments.

Please watch your email for regular feedback and know that we will share what we can, when we can.   Dr. Benz has 
encouraged us to trust the process and enjoy the journey.  God has our new senior minister selected and God will reveal 
His plan in His time.  Let us get ready, through the Word and prayer, for the wonderful work ahead!

Cindy H. Ray Speaks at our 
Ladies’ Night Out Event



11

Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership Award

The deadline for nominations for the Presbyterian Women Honorary Life membership award has been extended to April 
17, 2020. The Honorary Life Membership is awarded to individuals in recognition of faithful service in areas of the church’s 
work and the work of Presbyterian Women. 

In addition, the Presbyterian Women’s Annual Birthday Lunch has been canceled and will be rescheduled for a later date. 

Nomination forms are available on the website at www.fpcgastonia.org/weekly-announcements. Forms must be returned 
to Barbara Yarbrough by April 17, 2020. If you have questions, please contact Barbara Yarbrough at 704-867-0887 or by 
email at byarbrough03@gmail.com

Staff Updates
Pastor John Stanley - Pastor of Visitation
Indeed, these are uncertain times in which we live.  It seems 
that laws, requests and regulations are changing by the 
hour; but, in her recent video message, Dr. Benz reminds 
us that when we seem powerless and weak, God has never 
abandoned us, and as it is written in Second Corinthians, 
God’s Grace is sufficient for us.

In these days of “NO VISITS”, we hope that we may stay 
connected with you through phone, video, Facebook and 
through e-mail messages.  Do you have a need you would 
like to discuss over the phone?   Let’s chat.  Just call the 
church office and press five (5) and you will be connected 
to one us. 

Your prayer requests are welcome.  We love you, and we 
hope to hear from you.  Let us stay connected!  Also, we 
hope you remember to watch First Presbyterian’s Worship 
Service at 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mornings on Livestream.  Just 
go to www.fpcgastonia.org/livestream.  

Donna Kerns - Receptionist
As we work from home due to the COVID-19 outbreak, I 
continue to be amazed at the new technology we have. I am 
learning new things every day, and love it, however, I miss 
seeing all of you! Please know I am here for you…only an 
email or call away. I am continuing to update the calendar as 
things change, which you can view on the website.  Please 
check often as they are changing frequently! You can also 
leave me a voicemail at church and I will get back to you 
ASAP. These are difficult times, but our faith in God will help 
us through.  Until I see you again, God’s Peace be with you, 
as we navigate this ever changing world!

Rodney Owens - Maintenance Supervisor
I have been staying busy with projects that I have not had 
time to get to. My daily routines consist of sanitizing all areas 
of contact where the staff are coming in. I am checking mail 
daily and letting the staff know what has come in. I have 
been watering the plants inside and out. Even though it is 
nice to get some much needed work done, it is quiet here in 
the church. I look forward to getting to see all your smiling 
faces once we are able to resume church activities.

Sherry Moore - Administrative Assistant
My work schedule has not changed very much, just marching 
on in my tasks from a different location.  Bulletins continue 
to be done, and this time is giving me the opportunity to 
work on some projects that I’ve had on the back burner, 
so to speak.  I have been extremely busy, and I am very 
thankful for that.  I have checked in with our kitchen staff 
on a regular basis and they are all doing very well.  Like 
everyone, they are trying to adjust to this “new normal”. 

As I was working at home on Thursday morning, the birds 
are chirping and singing.  Beautifully, I might add!  With no 
fear of the future...I thought;

Lord, make me  like the songbirds, by singing your praises 
and basking in your blessings of today.  Let anxious thoughts 
of tomorrow flee, as your sweet song settles in my heart! 

Find your melody today, and be well!
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1
6:00 p.m. Children’s 
Virtual Wednesday 
Night

2 3 4

5 Palm Sunday
11:00 a.m. 
Livestream Worship 
Service
5:30 p.m. Mid. High 
Youth Group Online
7:00 Sr. High Youth 
Group Online

6 7
9:30 a.m. Zoom 
Staff Meeting

8
6:00 p.m. Children’s 
Virtual Wednesday 
Night

9 Maundy 
Thursday 
7:00 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Livestream 
Service

10 Good 
Friday
7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday 
Tenebrae 
Broadcast 
Service

11

12 Easter Sunday
Nickel-A-Meal
6:56 p.m. Easter 
Sunrise Video
11:00 a.m. 
Livestream Worship 
Service
5:30 p.m. Mid. High 
Youth Group Online
7:00 Sr. High Youth 
Group Online

13
Easter Holiday - 
Office Closed

14
9:30 a.m. Zoom 
Staff Meeting

15
6:00 p.m. Children’s 
Virtual Wednesday 
Night

16 17 18

19
8:55 a.m. Thrive 
Livestream Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional 
Livestream Service
5:30 p.m. Mid. High 
Youth Group Online
7:00 Sr. High Youth 
Group Online

20 21
9:30 a.m. Zoom 
Staff Meeting

22
6:00 p.m. Children’s 
Virtual Wednesday 
Night

23 24 25

26
8:55 a.m. Thrive 
Livestream Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional 
Livestream Service
5:30 p.m. Mid. High 
Youth Group Online
7:00 Sr. High Youth 
Group Online

27 28
9:30 a.m. Zoom 
Staff Meeting

29
6:00 p.m. Children’s 
Virtual Wednesday 
Night

30

APRIL 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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What God has in Store for Us
My sister gave me this necklace (pictured) for my birthday 
last year.  My birthday is in December, and as soon as I pulled 
it out of the bag it immediately reminded me of Easter eggs.  
The bright, pastel colors of the beads are almost perfect to 
be displayed, like dyed eggs in an Easter basket!

The necklaces are handmade by a couple, Jalia and Daniel, 
in their home country of Uganda.  Their business employs 
hundreds of people in their village who craft the beads and 
assemble the necklaces.  They partner with a company called 
Noonday Collection, who provides fair-trade opportunities 
for artisans around the world.  Jalia and Daniel’s company 
in their small Ugandan village has been so successful that 
they can are able to not only provide a fair wage for their 
employees, but they are also able to provide free childcare 
to all of their employees’ children.  

Each bead is, in fact, a piece of paper that has been dipped 
in hand-made dye and then meticulously shaped into 
individual beads.  Some have variegated colors while others 
are rich in their single hue.   It takes six hours to make ONE 
paper bead.  From the time the paper is torn, shaped, dyed 
and varnished, it takes six hours for one bead to become 
worthy of being strung on a necklace.

Somehow, the message behind this necklace has given me 
hope in these Lenten days of wilderness in the midst of the 
Covid-19 crisis.  A dear friend of mine, also a full-time working 
clergywoman trying to balance ministry, motherhood and 
marriage in these uncertain days, wrote to me in a text 
message:  “On a good day, when I’m not trying to get the 
kids to do their math, or not feeling guilty about whether 
supper is well-balanced, or whether the house clean….when 
I’m rested and not trying to put on a worship service in front 
of my laptop…I have good hope that this time is preparing 
us for some amazing next steps.”

And isn’t that the message of Easter, dear friends?  It’s 
recognizing that it takes hours and days and months and 
years to shape us into the richness that God has in store for 
us.  God did not send Jesus into the world one day and then 
show us redemption the next.  Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, 
death and resurrection happened over many years, showing 
us the fullness of God’s love, grace and mercy, even in 
adverse circumstances.  This year, this seven-week Lenten 
journey has become more and more about understanding 
that we, too, are being meticulously shaped for some 
amazing next steps.  

For me, Lent 
has seemed 
so much 
longer this 
year, mostly 
because we, 
as a Body of 
Christ, have 
not been able 
to physically 
be together for 
a few weeks 
now.  So, what 
I would ask 
you if we were 
together is: 
what amazing 
next steps is 
God shaping in 
your life now?  
In between 
washing your 
hands a bajillion times a day and bearing your soul in prayer, 
what blessings are being richly curated in your life now?   
What good hope is this time of “social distancing” planting 
in you, that might bloom into something beautiful later?

I have good hope today.  Good hope that when this unusual 
journey we are enduring is over, that we will have an 
understanding of faithfulness and trust that maybe we didn’t 
possess before.  I have good hope that we will understand 
more deeply what it means to live sacrificially as we live 
today to flatten the curve of Covid-19.  On this side of heaven, 
perhaps we may never comprehend the full depth of sacrifice 
that Jesus made for us and for our salvation, but I have good 
hope that we will be one step closer to comprehension 
when we are all reunited in worship, mission, ministry and 
fellowship once more.

Until that day, I’m going to wear this necklace around my 
house and think about all of you and pray for a joyous Easter 
day.

Peace to you and yours,

Rev. Lauren Sease Vanacore
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Attendance Figures

Date Thrive 11:00 a.m. Livestream

March 1 - 175 113

March 8 64 114 88

March 15 - - 359

March 22 - - 289

March 29 - - 330

Scholarships Applications Now Available

The church business office is now accepting 
applications for scholarships intended to provide 
financial assistance to church members pursuing a 
secondary education.

Awards are based upon financial need; however, merit, 
academics, Christian character, and the record of 
service within the church are taken into consideration 
during the review of applications.  Previous award 
recipients must re-apply and are not automatically 
eligible for continuance of the scholarship.

Those interested in applying may receive an 
application through the church business office.  
Applications must be completed and returned by May 
1, 2020, in order to be considered.


