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The Audacity of Advent 



Do we dare to have an Advent of great 
expectations this year—what with the 
crippling health and economic consequences 
of COVID-19, extreme political rancor, the 
fracturing of civility, wild fires raging out 
of control, devastating tropical storms, 
oh, and for good biblical wrath measure, 
unchecked swarms of locusts blanketing the 
continent of Africa? I don’t know about you, 
but I’m entertaining the distinct feeling that 
this year an Advent of great expectations 
will require harboring a certain degree of 
audacity.

But, truth be told, Advent has always had 
an element of audacity about it, starting 
with the first time Jesus showed up—what 

with the oppression of the Roman Empire, 
the deadly self-aggrandizement of Herod, 
the unwed mom, no room in the inn, and a 
feeding trough for a baby cradle. It takes 
audacity to believe that this is the savior 
we were, we are, and will be looking for. 
For that matter, God is pretty audacious 
presenting himself in such a manner.

Welcome to reflections on Advent. You will 
find here that despite all that would suggest 
otherwise these days, we do dare to wait 
with great expectation, trusting in the divine 
audacity with which God chooses to redeem 
us from the most dire circumstances—who 
over and over renews those who wait for 
the Lord.

Rev. Fred Lyon
Interim Senior Pastor
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS

Sunday, November 29

READ Mark 13:24-37

DEVOTIONAL by Beth Silvers

What have you waited on? Preparing for the birth 
of your child, planning a wedding, training for a 
new career? How much time do you or have you 
spent in preparing for Christ’s return?

The text for the first Sunday in Advent is from 
Mark 13:24-37 and it shares with us the lesson 
from Christ to be ready, to be prepared, and not 
to be misled by false teachers and lying messiahs. 
The same lesson is given in Matthew 24:26-47 and 
Luke 21:25-36.  Christ teaches us to not try and 
calculate the day or predict the time but to always 
be ready for his coming. He warns of the sun not 
shining and the stars falling from the sky. After 
that the angels will gather the elect or the chosen 
from the four corners of the world. Then He will 

come from the clouds in a way no one will be able 
to miss. In the meantime, we are to study the Word 
(both the Scripture and the Son of Man), stand 
firm in our faith by telling others about Jesus 
and live by the Christian principals of loving one 
another. Also, in this text Christ reminds us that 
his word is the only stability in our unstable world. 
He teaches that the world will pass away, but his 
word will remain forever. 

We must trust that he is in control and always has 
been and always will be.

Also review Isaiah 34:4, Revelation 1:7, Zechariah 
2:6, Matthew 5:18, Acts 1:7 and I Thessalonians 
5:6.

PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, Praise your holy name for the gift of your Word that will never change. Thank 
you for sending us your son who saved us and teaches how to prepare for his return. Keep us hopeful 
and trusting as we prepare for Christmas and your return. Come soon, O Triune God, come soon. 
AMEN.

4 | The Audacity of Advent



A NEW BEGINNING

Monday, November 30

READ Revelations 15:1-8

DEVOTIONAL by Roger Wade Rizk

It was a time of great desolation. The pandemic 
had killed thousands and we were now in its 
second wave. So many had lost loved ones; taken 
away so quickly. So many had lost their jobs, 
their livelihood, their sense of pride. The poor 
had no place to turn, their dwelling places gone 
or threatened, their scant collection of food 
threatened, their hope for medical care dashed 
away by the lack of money or insurance. 

We were living in hard times. I longed for messages 
of hope and for knowing the presence of a loving 
and gracious God. 

But in the depths of my despair, I remembered 
the story of the Exodus. It was a story of a 
scared Jewish nation reaching for liberation and 
deliverance but being pursued by the awesome 
army of the Pharaoh. But God opened the sea and 
paved the path of deliverance for a people longing 
for a future. 

I recalled the people in my life who believed in the 
message of hope and promise and turned away 
from a culture and a world that was devoid of hope, 
devoid of deliverance from fear and uncertainty. 

They were like the vision of John in the Book of 
Revelation, the people who believed in the Promise 
of God and were standing by the sea of glass 
abutting the entrance to the Heavenly Kingdom. 
They held in their hands harps of gold and the 
messages of hope, deliverance and promise which 
they had followed in their earthly lives. They had 
been delivered and sang a song of gratitude to a 
merciful and gracious God who had filled their 
lives with hope. 

And then I remembered the prophet Isaiah who 
spoke the words of God in trying times:

“See, I will create 
 new heavens and a new earth..
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
 and its people a Joy…
the sound of weeping and of crying
 will be heard in it no more.”

Christmas and the coming of the birth of our Savior 
is a new beginning. A beginning of new hope, new 
deliverance for a world lost in an abyss of death, 
fear and uncertainty.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, In this Advent Season, help me to lift my heart to you that you may fill my soul with new 
hope and your eternal promise to be with us always. AMEN.
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WALK IN HIS PATHS

Tuesday, December 1

READ Micah 4:1-5

DEVOTIONAL by Helen Rogers

Here we are once again celebrating Advent. In 
worship, we are preparing our hearts and minds 
for the coming of the Christ Child. We are listening 
to our ministers and teachers tell of God’s promise 
of the coming Savior. We are listening to, as well 
as singing, hymns and carols that remind us of the 
Bible stories that we have heard since childhood. 
This is the time of anticipation and preparation as 
the church begins its liturgical calendar.

Anticipation and preparation seem to be the theme 
of Micah 4: 1-5. Micah is telling God’s people what 
to expect in the “last days.”  He tells us that God’s 
house will be paramount and that people from 
many nations will come to learn of him and how to 

walk in his ways. God has shown us through Jesus’ 
life the path each of us needs to take in order to 
walk God’s path. Even now we anticipate the time 
when we will be with God and his Son Jesus. Our 
preparations are through Bible study, worship and 
prayer. We are also showing others through our 
words and actions what it means to walk in God’s 
paths. Love, kindness, patience, justice, fairness, 
and tolerance shown to all people demonstrate to 
others that we are indeed people of God who want 
to share his benevolence and mercy. In this season 
of Advent, may we all walk the paths shown to 
us through the life of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, you sent your son, Jesus, to show us your ways and that through him we might be 
saved. May we walk in your ways not only during this special season but all the days of our lives. 
AMEN.
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EXHORTATION TO WATCH

Wednesday, December 2

READ Luke 21:34-38

DEVOTIONAL by Davidson Hobson

What has our attention during this Advent 
season? For many it is a combination of family, 
work, secular traditions, and avoiding the illness 
of a global pandemic. For others, it is the worry 
of a looming silence that will fill yet another 
holiday season. And for some, it is the presence of 
overwhelming worry which has no purpose at all. 
Self-preservation and worry are woven into our 
DNA, but is that what God wants? 

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day does not 
catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things 

that will take place, and to stand before the Son 
of Man.”

37 Every day he was teaching in the temple, and 
at night he would go out and spend the night on 
the Mount of Olives, as it was called. 38 And all 
the people would get up early in the morning to 
listen to him in the temple.

Scripture tells us to trust in God, it tells us 
countless times that His will is supreme. God gave 
us directions, he handed them straight to Moses 
as ten simple commandments for us to follow. 
We are consumed by our plans. To hear God we 
must simplify our lives. To simplify things we must 
pray. We must pray often and pray deeply. Prayer 
is how we grow closer to God. Prayer is how we 
interpret and trust God’s plan for us. 

PRAYER
Holy God, please help us become closer to you. Please help those that haven’t heard your Word find 
you. We want to be better instruments for you, help us absolve ourselves from the worries of life so that 
we may be better instruments for you. In this particular season, help us focus on the birth of your son 
Jesus Christ and the importance of sharing that good news. Help us to be evangelical. 

Holy God, help us find peace with each other. Help us prepare to stand before the Son of Man. Help us 
be better for you and your kingdom. 

In your name we pray, AMEN!
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HE WILL REVIVE US

Thursday, December 3

READ Hosea 6:1-6

DEVOTIONAL by Sarah Sumner

God’s promise to us is that he will always revive 
us. 

In a time that may feel empty of the ordinary 
comforts of the holidays, Christ meets us in those 
empty places and promises his blessings will return. 
Some translations of this text reference his coming 
like “the latter and former rain” (KJV), meaning 
His promises and blessings are continuous. We 
have experienced them before throughout our 
lives and will again, and again. The imagery here 
of Christ’s promises coming like the dawn, the sun, 
and the rain, all tell how we should have the same 
confidence in His promises as we do that nature 
follows its pattern each day.  

The season of Christmas aids in our anticipation of 

the fulfillment of God’s promises to us. 

Ann Voskamp said it so well in her book The 
Greatest Gift: “You are most prepared for 
Christmas when you are done trying to make your 
performance into the gift and instead revel in his 
presence as the gift.” The best part is we do not 
have to have anything except steadfast faith and 
love.

So no matter whether your spirit feels buoyed 
by the holidays, or empty and tired after a year 
like no other; “let us acknowledge the Lord; let us 
press on to acknowledge him” (Hosea 6:3a). Let us 
press on, knowing God is faithful and meets us in 
our empty places to revive us.
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PRAYER
Holy Lord, give me the strength to press on and the confidence to know - in both good times and bad - 
that your promises are certain as the rising and setting of the Sun. AMEN.



STILL SMALL VOICE

Friday, December 4

READ Jeremiah 1:4-10 and Acts 11:19-26

DEVOTIONAL by Coleman Efird

Have you ever heard the Lord call you by name?  
What might the Lord be calling you to do?  Can 
you hear that “still small voice?”

God has a purpose and a calling for each and every 
follower. Some are given very specific callings, like 
Jeremiah’s calling in the above passage. Others 
are given general direction like the believers in 
Antioch, who were encouraged to remain true to 
the Lord with all their hearts.  

Advent begins our new liturgical year. It is a season 
of preparation; a time of fasting and reflection as 
we remember the coming of Christ in a manger and 
look forward to his second coming on a white horse 
ushering in his kingdom.  

Are you ready?  The signs of 2020 are everywhere…
are we getting a wake-up call from the Lord?

If he comes soon - have you prepared?   How can 
we use this advent season to hear his voice?  Has 
the Lord has given us a gift? - An Advent season 

without parties, parades, sitting on Santa’s knee, 
and all the other normal trappings of the holiday 
season - all which can dull our senses to his 
whispers. Could we “do” Advent this year the way 
God hopes, with fasting, prayer, and sitting at his 
feet?  Could this 2020 Advent be the one where we 
“remain true to the Lord with all (our) hearts”?  
Will we hear His voice?  

The death of Stephen in Jerusalem led to the new 
life of the church in Antioch.  It was there that 
believers were first called Christians.  What has 
to die in each of us in order for new life in Christ 
to rise up in us?  What will we crucify in ourselves 
in order to find, and carry out, our calling as 
Christians?  The Lord made you for a purpose, 
before you even drew a breath, he knew you.   May 
this Advent season bless you with his wonderful 
presence and calling on your life.  May you hear 
him call your name.
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PRAYER
Loving God, thank you for the calling you have placed upon me. Give me courage to live into that call, 
so that I may remain true to you with my whole heart. AMEN.



THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS 
CHALLENGED

Saturday, December 5

READ Mark 11:27-33

DEVOTIONAL by Grady Kennington

It is amazing that this scripture was the assigned text 
for my devotion. I think that most of us constantly 
struggle with questioning Jesus’ authority even if 
we don’t recognize it. We want our lives to be run 
“our way.” Trusting in his path for us is difficult. 
If we could ever learn to sit and listen and then 
proceed accordingly, peace would be easier to 
find. For me, I often hear Jesus whispering in my 
ear and ask, “what are my other options?” Sit still, 
listen carefully, and proceed. 

As I read the lesson of Mark 11 – The priests are 

perfectly willing to question Jesus’ authority until 
he asked them if John’s baptism was a heavenly 
act or a human act. To which they were afraid to 
stand behind their own thoughts and speak out. 
As 2021 approaches, all of us could benefit by 
believing Jesus’ message of hope. It is not up to me 
to figure out how to FIX the world. It is up to me 
to TRUST and BELIEVE. So, my hope is that we 
all can quit trying to decide what is right or wrong 
about the world, rather, trust and love.

PRAYER
Dear God, give us the strength to accept the path that you have chosen for us and to trust in your 
amazing powers of healing and comfort.  In your holy name we pray, AMEN.
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JOHN THE BAPTIST 
PREPARES THE WAY

Sunday, December 6

READ Mark 1:1-8

DEVOTIONAL by Bobby Sumner

What is Advent and its significance? Advent is a 
season in the liturgical year - a time of expectant 
waiting and preparation for both the celebration 
of the birth of Christ and the return of Jesus at the 
Second Coming. 

The year 2020 will go down in history as a year that 
many of us will want to forget. The COVID-19 virus 
has wreaked havoc on the world, our country, our 
state, our town and our church and our families 
and friends. Our core beliefs and faith have been 
challenged. Our emotions have been stretched to 
the limit on more than one occasion. We have felt 
the sting of social isolation and loneliness, having 
to quarantine in our respective homes, retirement 
communities, and nursing centers. Some of our 
businesses have been devastated. Many are 
suffering from depression.  We have lost loved 
ones, many who died alone due to the hideous 
virus. We are weary. We are broken. We need 
some good news.  We need a cure to the virus that 
will slow then end the pandemic. 

However, THIS year, we need better news. We 

need to focus on the GOOD NEWS of Jesus Christ 
more than ever! This year as we individually 
prepare for Christ’s birth, let John the Baptist’s 
ministry be an example of telling the story of God’s 
love to others – to our neighbors, our families, our 
co-workers, yes, even strangers that yearn for 
THE Good News of Christ’s forgiveness, mercy, 
love, and grace. Just as John the Baptist did - if we 
don’t share the Good News, who will?  But how?

During this Advent season, when you write a check 
or get a receipt from a restaurant, write your 
favorite scripture and a way for that person to 
contact you. Leave a card with your name, contact 
information, and favorite scripture – invite them 
to start a conversation. When you text or email a 
message, end it with a favorite scripture about the 
Good News. Before you end a phone conversation, 
ask the person, how may I pray for you? Then say a 
prayer on the phone. Witness. If you’re concerned 
about “should I,” remember, Christ’s words, “I 
will go before you…I AM with you.” Just GO and 
tell the Good News.

PRAYER
Almighty God, as we prepare our hearts to warmly receive the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, help us to 
share the Good News with others. AMEN.
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EARNESTLY SEEKING YOU

Monday, December 7

READ Isaiah 26:7-15, Acts 2:37-42

DEVOTIONAL by Mallory and William Trogdon

In the season of Advent, we are awaiting the arrival 
of Jesus Christ.  Annually, it feels this season 
always has a comforting and exciting build up to 
this anticipated arrival. It is also our responsibility 
to wait for God in times of darkness and distress. A 
more challenging act it can be to focus our actions 
on God during these times, but ultimately we will be 
met with the same comfort and excitement by doing 
so. This year has presented numerous challenges 

from the current pandemic, natural disasters, and 
an extremely divisive political environment. In 
combination with normal worship routines being 
disrupted, it can be easy to be distracted and 
turn from God. It is in these times that we must 
continue to desire God and put our focus on God 
as we wait. We don’t know the end game for our 
current situations, but we do know God’s promise 
and he is coming.  

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, grant us serenity and patience this Advent season.  Help us to trust and believe 
that it is you who provides all we need. Every success and accomplishment we have had is because of 
you and not our own efforts.  Give us the peace that comes only from knowing you. AMEN.
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THE BRANCH OF THE LORD

Tuesday, December 8

READ Isaiah 4:2-6

DEVOTIONAL by Craig Whitley

Our mountain neighbors grow apple trees. For  
decades, and from a remote Ashe County farm, 
they have collected and propagated rare heirloom 
Appalachian apple varieties. While they make a 
modest living, this is a labor of love. Our neighbors 
aim to save these obscure varieties from extinction 
and to restore them to their former glory, one 
sapling at a time. 

Apple conservation  isn’t easy. Planting seeds from 
the old tree won’t cut it—the seedling grows up to 
be something else. So, my neighbors graft, splicing 
a cutting from the father tree onto young rootstock. 
The rootstock doesn’t much matter. Any young 
apple tree will do. However, the cutting must be 
special: young, straight, strong, and ready to bud-
the kind of shoot found up high on the sunny side 

of the old tree. Once grafted, special shoot and 
ordinary rootstock grow together. A year later, 
you have a new tree, just like the old one.  

Seems to me, God wanted a special tree. He had 
some decent rootstock in the line of David, but 
from long experience he knew that wasn’t enough 
to produce the tree he wanted. So, God reached 
up high on the sunny side and chose Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah - Isaiah’s branch that springs from the 
stock of David. And as the prophet describes in 
today’s passage, in due time that inspired union 
will produce the Kingdom Eternal, to say nothing 
of our own redemption and salvation.  

Apples or humans, God is quite the conservationist. 
To our eternal blessing. 

PRAYER
The Lord’s been good to me, and so I thank the Lord. For giving me the things I need, the Sun, the rain, 
and this most special apple tree. The Lord’s been good to me. AMEN.
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OH, THE DIFFERENCE A 
CHILD MAKES!

Wednesday, December 9

READ Luke 1:5-17

DEVOTIONAL by Lee DuBois

When Heather and I first got married, we both 
were under the impression that we would never 
have children. We loved to travel and see the world 
and we were concerned that a child may hinder 
our travels and our time together and thus, some 
would call us selfish.  After five years of marriage 
and many vacations later, we decided it was time 
for a child.  Yes, we had a dog named Bella that 
we treated like a child but we did not know the joy 
that would be forthcoming. First, Brynn was born 
in 2013 and everything was great – so great that we 
decided to have another child, Braxton, who was 
born in 2016. We assumed that the second child 
would be just as easy as the first, and of course you 
know what happens when you assume!

This passage is the introduction and birth of John 

the Baptist and the role he will play in preparing 
the way for the Messiah. As you think about this 
passage ask yourself this question, “Are you 
grateful for the ways God has worked in your 
life?”  Many of us will answer…yes. Many of us 
say our prayers daily, maybe even several times 
a day. Your prayers are heard! They may not be 
answered in the time and manner that you see 
acceptable; however, God has his hand on each of 
us.  

Heather and I are so grateful for God’s hand being 
on our family; for our family far surpasses any 
destination we could have ever traveled. We are 
all like John the Baptist….we are forerunners of 
the Messiah. Do you see the Hand of God in your 
life?

PRAYER
We thank you for this most Holy Season of Advent. We pray that you will open our hearts to welcome 
Christ and remove all hindrances that would prevent us from receiving Christ in his utmost glory. We 
know that your hand is ever present and we pray that you will continue to guide us and lead us as you 
see fit. Thank you for sending us the greatest gift of all, your son, Jesus Christ, so that we may truly 
have a Merry Christmas. In His name we pray. AMEN.
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GOD DOES GREAT THINGS

Thursday, December 10

READ Psalm 126:1-3

DEVOTIONAL by Jim Brown

The Calendar

This Christmas year our social calendar may not 
be as full as in previous years due to the pandemic; 
but maybe, just maybe, this will allow us to be still 
- really still - and experience the great things God 
has done.

Little Boy

As a little boy, I would walk hand in hand with 
my grandmother to church.  This is my earliest 
remembrance of God. When I now think of the 
things he has done for my family and me; I, too, 
am filled with joy as were the Israelites when they 
returned from exile to Jerusalem.

The Christmas Gift

On Christmas, God’s gift to the world was and is 

his one and only son: given so that we may have 
eternal life. We did nothing to deserve this gift of 
Baby Jesus. Oh what a way to steal the show on 
Christmas morning. “A Savior is born!”

The Beginning

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
Earth.  The Sun, Moon, and stars stand guard 
over this place we live.  It burns and grows back. 
It floods and it restores. It quakes and it resettles.

Life Restored

God’s ability to restore life is beyond all 
understanding; and God is able to bring good out 
of tragedy.  In this season of joy, when the storms 
of doubt sweep in - be still, be quiet, be patient, 
wait.  The Lord is doing great things for us.

PRAYER
Father Almighty, giver of every good gift, grant that we who receive the blessings from thy bounty may 
accept them as a Holy Trust. Lord, you have done great things for us and we are filled with thankful 
joy. AMEN.
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A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD

Friday, December 11

READ Philippians 3:12-16

DEVOTIONAL by Kelly and Rick Hovis

Living daily with God, for me, is a continual 
“reset.” Each day I strive to begin with a connection 
to our Father. Like all relationships, it needs to be 
nurtured and strengthened. God wants a personal 
relationship with us. He knows we are not perfect 
and he wants us to live for the future and look 
ahead. I start my day with my Bible, reading his 
will. Each morning is different. Everyone’s journey 

is filled with challenges. As I sit in the quiet with 
God, I feel my relationship strengthen. My spirit 
is renewed and my energies are once again ready 
to face the day. As in Philippians, We all are not 
perfect but each day we use God’s teachings to 
follow his will. We all hope to one day receive the 
glorious “prize” given to us because of what Jesus 
Christ did for us! Thanks be to God!

PRAYER
Father, please give us a heart like Mary. We want to follow your word faithfully. As this journey called 
life gives us joys and hurdles, we know you are with us. With our whole heart, thank you for your love, 
patience, and guidance. AMEN.
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ABIDE WITH US

Saturday, December 12

READ Matthew 21:28-32

DEVOTIONAL by Stuart Euliss

As Christians, it is always important to not only 
talk the talk, but also walk the walk. We cannot 
afford to just pray the prayers, read the scriptures, 
or just go through the motions. We must take 
our faith that we proclaim and put it into action 
throughout our everyday lives. Whether we are 
showing love and compassion to those who need 
it most, or just simply helping others who cannot 
help themselves, it is up to us to put in the time and 
effort it takes to act on our faith in Jesus Christ. If 
we were to just simply go through the motions day 
in and day out, then we are not living up to our full 

potential as followers of Christ. When our lives 
become stressful and hectic, it is key to always take 
a second and think about this scripture and what it 
truly means to be a Christian.  Am I doing enough 
outside of my church? Should I set aside more time 
to volunteer in my community? I have asked myself 
these questions on occasion and unfortunately my 
answer was no. That is something that I have tried 
to correct as I have gotten older and have started a 
family of my own. This leads me to strongly believe 
that without the work, our faith is useless. Moral 
of the Scripture: Actions speak louder than words.  

PRAYER
Dear God, give us the courage and strength to always abide in you and only you and watch over us as 
we put your words into action.  In your heavenly name we pray.  AMEN.
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SHARING THE GOOD NEWS

Sunday, December 13

READ Isaiah 61:1-4

DEVOTIONAL by Sally and Gwin Hilton

While reflecting on the above scripture, Habitat 
for Humanity comes to mind. Habitat has been a 
part of First Presbyterian Church for well over a 
decade. It also holds a special place in the heart 
of the Hilton household. Some of our fondest 
memories are when the youth and adults come to 
our home to build the components for the Habitat 
House. Everyone in attendance has an opportunity 
to leave their mark for the homeowner through 
the many nails hammered and the scripture verses 
written on walls, doorframes, etc. Building these 
components gives the volunteers an opportunity 
to preach the “good news” (through works not 
just words) and share in the labor that will be life 
changing for a family. 

Usually, the walls are raised the following weekend, 

and everyone can see the actual fruits of their 
labor. This isn’t limited to only the construction of 
the home. Many volunteers provide meals, interact 
with the family and provide needed assistance over 
the course of the construction. 

Gwin and I fondly remember one homeowner who 
shared with us some personal stories. He spoke of 
the sacrifices his family had made and the moments 
of despair they encountered over the years.  He 
was so proud and grateful for his new home. He 
spoke through tears, of his pride and thankfulness 
to God and the volunteers who helped to provide a 
home for him and his family.

There are many ways we can lift-up others. The 
time we give may seem insignificant to us, but it 
could mean the world to someone else.

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to prepare for your coming this Advent season. Please help us be ever 
mindful and responsive to the needs of others, in Jesus name we pray, AMEN.
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Dear Lord, We are grateful that even in the midst of our uncertain and broken world you are at work 
using our tears to sow seeds that will grow into a harvest of joy! Open our eyes to all the great works 
you are doing in our lives. AMEN.

WHAT IS JOY?

Monday, December 14

READ Psalm 126

DEVOTIONAL by Tyler Bullock

What is joy? By definition, joy is an emotion 
evoked by well-being, success or good fortune; 
gladness or delight. But when you think about it, 
joy is really a very individualized emotion. What 
brings me joy may NOT bring you any joy at all. 
And, unfortunately, it is also something that we 
often take for granted. 

Most of us live a rather comfortable life. We have 
a nice warm home, are in generally good health, 
with plenty of food to eat and a reliable way to 
provide for these needs. You know, all the makings 
of a “joy-filled” life, right?! So what happens when 
things go awry or suddenly change? You or a loved 
one becomes ill; you become uprooted from your 
home; the security of your job is in question; 
or, God-forbid, a world wide pandemic? In the 

midst of these types of obstacles, when it can be 
challenging to find joy, I think it is important to 
rely on our faith! You might have to look a little 
closer, but as scripture reminds us, God is always 
there doing “great things for us.”

As we approach Christmas 2020 our usual sources 
of holiday joy may be compromised. With the 
world turned on its ear due to Covid-19, things 
will definitely look unlike any Christmas we have 
experienced before. Maybe this will slow us down 
enough to remember that God offers us the gift 
of ultimate joy through the birth of his son, our 
savior, Jesus Christ! Perhaps this might be a 
perfect opportunity to go out and sow some seeds 
and see what great and joyful things come from 
them.
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REPENT AND TURN TO GOD

Tuesday, December 15

READ Acts 3:17-4:4

DEVOTIONAL by Betty Davenport

During this season we are encouraged to prepare 
for  something very special, the coming of the Lord. 
The Christian calendar has helped our family 
continue the connection that the worship service 
brings on Sunday. During Advent, we would gather 
around the family table to light the family Advent 
wreath and read the scripture each day. The 
wreath was usually made at a family church event. 
Our grandchildren have continued this time with 
their families. Advent is a way to separate us from 
the “hustle and bustle” of the secular calendar. 

Family worship time is so important to our faith, 
especially in these days, as we are given ominous 
warnings of large gatherings and to forego many 
of those traditions of the past. Today’s scripture 
focuses on the sermon delivered by Peter calling 
for the gathered people to repent. This is one of 
the primary ways we prepare for the coming of 
our Lord in the person of Jesus Christ. This theme 
surfaces in the prophets of our Old Testament as 
well as John the Baptist in the early pages of the 

New Testament synoptic Gospels.

Peter encourages the gathered throng to “repent 
and turn to God so your sins might be wiped 
away.” Thus, for Christians our repentance is an 
essential of Advent preparation. What a great time 
to examine our own lives and teach our children or 
grandchildren this practice. 

Peter follows this practice of sincere repentance 
with a promise. Times of repentance are followed 
by the promise of “refreshing times to come in the 
presence of the Lord.” Help yourself and your 
family focus on this promise that places us calmly 
in the presence of our Lord. 

As we move through the season of Advent, may we 
begin with sincere repentance. May we journey 
towards the refreshing presence of God.  Journey 
with your family, a close friend, or with a reformed 
church media. Happy journey! 

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to prepare for your coming this Advent season. Please help us be ever 
mindful and responsive to the needs of others, in Jesus name we pray, AMEN.
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PREPARING FOR CHANGE

Wednesday, December 16

READ Malachi 3:16-4:6 and Mark 9:9-13

DEVOTIONAL by Mary Ann Aycock

As I read through the scriptures assigned to me, 
the one thing that stood out was that it was a 
lesson in preparation for change. Webster defines 
transfiguration as “to make a dramatic change in 
form, appearance of, or the character of.” As I 
labored to figure out how transfiguration fit into 
Advent, I soon realized that, for me, Advent is full 
of change.  We transform our homes with wreaths 
and trees, presents with ribbons and bows, with 
wonderfully delicious aromas wafting from our 
kitchens and, best of all, gatherings with family 
and friends. We do the same with our churches 
where most include not only wreaths and trees, 

but nativity scenes, Advent candles, and special 
services.  All of this we do in preparation to 
celebrate that most wondrous gift from God, the 
birth of his son, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
And how his coming transformed our world!

And so it is with me on Christmas Eve, as I sit in the 
sanctuary of our church surrounded by my family 
and life long friends, hearing the old familiar bible 
scriptures and Christmas carols, that I wonder 
if maybe this is what God has in store for us in 
heaven, the next transformation.

PRAYER
Dear God, Thank you for the gift of your beloved son and help us to be more open to change, so that 
we may grow evermore Christ-like in spirit and deed. AMEN.
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GOD ALLOWS U-TURNS

Thursday, December 17

READ Hebrews 1:1-4

DEVOTIONAL by Donna Atkins

There is a story told of a man by the name of Mr. 
Kline, who felt discouraged and defeated. He was 
convinced that life just wasn’t worth living because 
no one cared about him. Then one Sunday evening 
he walked by a church while a service was in 
progress. He could hear the congregation singing 
through the slightly-opened windows.

Their song was an old gospel hymn: “Saved 
by grace alone, this is all my plea. Jesus died 
for all mankind, and Jesus died for me.” Mr. 
Kline’s hearing was not very good, so when the 
congregation came to the line, “Jesus died for all 
mankind,” he thought they sang, “Jesus died for 
ol’ man Kline.”

“Why, that’s me!” He said. Stopping in his tracks, 

he turned and entered the church. That night he 
listened so intently as the minister presented the 
good news that Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners and he sitteth on the right hand of God, 
the Father. Mr. Kline experienced salvation that 
night-the unconditional love of God flooded his 
being, as did the love of the others attending the 
service. His need for someone who cared was fully 
met!

To repent means to “turn around,” to move 
toward God and away from evil. The Lord not only 
calls his people to repentance, but enables them to 
make “u-turns,” and start anew.

Have we taken him up on his free gift of forgiveness 
this Advent season?

PRAYER
Dear Lord, We are reminded today that you intercede for us who are sinners. You allow us to make our 
own “u-turns” towards you this Advent Season. We are so grateful for your gift of forgiveness. AMEN.
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GOD IS FAITHFUL STILL

Friday, December 18

READ Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26.

DEVOTIONAL by  Barbara Voorhees

For most of this year, we have been living through 
an unusual and frustrating time in our lives. It has 
reminded me of Christmas when I was nine years 
old.

My wish that year was for Santa to bring me a 
cowboy vest, chaps (with vinyl fringe), and spurs, 
but I was also looking forward to our church’s 
children’s Christmas party. It was so much fun, 
with games, candy, gifts, and a visit from Santa. 
It was at dinner along a long table with other boys 
and girls, though, that I began to feel sick. Awful. 
I had the measles. 

Christmas Day came and I was miserable. I could 
hear the family downstairs enjoying breakfast but 
I wasn’t hungry. When they started opening gifts, 
my parents called me to join them. Santa brought 
my coveted cowboy outfit, but I couldn’t wait to 
return to bed. As I lay there, I was frustrated, 
angry at being sick, losing Christmas vacation, 
and missing my friends. I didn’t care about angels, 

shepherds, and wise men, Mary and Joseph, 
and even Baby Jesus. I felt helpless and alone. 
Fortunately, when school started back, I had 
turned the corner and life had returned to normal.

My feelings as a nine year old are not much 
different from what we have experienced this 
year: lockdowns affecting work, school, hospitals, 
worship, weddings, funerals, vacations, travel, 
sports, and family celebrations. Frustration. 
Anger. Loneliness. No hugs. No handshakes. 
Zoom. Livestream. We hope for a vaccine and 
yearn for the time our lives return to normal. How 
do we cope? 

We cope because we believe that God is faithful, 
a very present help in trouble. God gives us the 
resiliency to adapt, no matter the circumstances. 
The Psalmist reminds us that God is the rock of 
our salvation, and his steadfast love will be with us 
as it has to all generations. 

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank you for your steadfast love that comforts and sustains us, cuts through the 
turmoil, and holds us steady. You are always with us and will never leave us. AMEN.
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TRUST AND BELIEVE

Saturday, December 19

READ Judges 13:2-4

DEVOTIONAL by Matt Miller

One of the most challenging issues in life is to 
determine where you should place your trust.  There 
is so much information out in the world. How do 
you know what to believe? We are bombarded with 
information through the television, radio, internet, 
etc. With all of these varying perspectives, it can 
be hard to know what is true and what is false.

We have many hurdles when it comes to trusting 
and believing in our faith because, to some, it may 
seem just too good to be true. It sounds too easy 
and too simple. It would almost be easier to believe 
in if it were more difficult to attain.

What destroys our faith? Doubt, apprehension, 
uncertainty? Our faith begins to lack when we 
refuse to let ourselves totally trust in God.

In the passage, Manoah, the man of Zorah, was 
surely confused when his wife shared that she had 
spoken to a man of God (much less the angel of 
the Lord), who not only promised that she would 
be able to conceive a child, but that he will grow 
to “begin to save Israel from the hand of the 
Philistines.” Why were they chosen? Do you think 

Manoah would have been skeptical?

To me, this verse highlights the conflict between 
what we see and hear versus what we have been 
taught to believe and what we are feeling. Why 
are we so skeptical? Why are we afraid to believe? 
Because we see how broken our world is. We see 
when the world is evil, nasty, and corrupt and it 
feels like evil is often winning. But that is simply not 
true. Christ has won the victory. The win is sealed 
by his resurrection. It will come to completion 
as wonderfully promised when he returns again. 
Salvation is working.  

In faith, we hear all of the wonderful promises of 
God, of his steadfast love and mercy, of the lengths 
to which Jesus went to forgive us our sins and save 
us for eternal life.  This is real.

The Gospel is an invitation to trust and believe.  
It is an invitation to be open, to be still, to quiet 
our minds, and to open our hearts to trusting and 
believing. When we open our hears to believing and 
we open our hearts to Jesus, the fear, confusion, 
doubt, and worry washes away.

PRAYER
Lord, I know you have a plan for my life, but I can’t see it right now. The path ahead seems dark and 
unknown. So, I’m putting my trust in you. I’m trusting in your plans, even though I don’t understand 
or see them. I’m trusting in you to lead me and make a path before me. For you are wise and all-know-
ing and can do all things. AMEN.
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A HOUSE OF CEDAR

Sunday, December 20

READ 2 Samuel 7:1-11

DEVOTIONAL by  Charlie Grissom

This text doesn’t fit the usual Advent or Christmas 
narrative. How in the world does David, living in 
a house of cedar, and the Ark moving from place 
to place and sheltered in a tent, have anything to 
do with the anticipated birth of our Savior? But 
that’s where God’s infinite mind and our extremely 
limited understanding are exposed.  

Jesus was born in a stable. Not really the arrival 
of a King that Israel was anticipating. His linage 
was from David, one God chose to be King and had 
given authority of the Ark of the Covenant. The 
Ark, as this passage points out, was God, and was 
sheltered by a tent and had been moving around 
with Israel since the 12 descendants of Jacob (Israel) 
had escaped Egypt, now residing in Jerusalem. As 
David was living in fine surroundings, in a house 
made of cedar, it was time for God to have the 
same.

A little about how luxurious and rare cedar was 
in Jerusalem. Cedar came from Lebanon, where it 
was harvested, moved in floats to a port, conveyed 
by land to the area, prepared, and assembled. The 
preparation of the timbers had to be done with skill 
and the primary tool was a wooden maul. David 
felt the Ark needed to be in such luxury.  

God appeared to Nathan, saying, “Go and tell my 
servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says:  Are 
you the one to build me a house to dwell in?’” (2 
Samuel 7:5) The Ark WAS an emblem of God. A 
place for God to live. David was entrusted to build 
it.  

A place for God to live. Joseph was a descendant 
of David. Fast forward to Mary, betrothed to 
Joseph, and expecting. Jesus, born in a stable, 
grew up learning the skills of a carpenter, and now 
our King and Savior. The greatest gift ever.  David 
had been entrusted with the Ark and was cemented 
into the linage of Christ.

Now, for 2020, as we anticipate celebrating 
that humble birth.  The anticipation of Advent 
is surrounded by uncertainty of our present 
circumstances.  The lights will still shine, smiles 
may be a bit labored because we just can’t control 
everything.  You can make all the demands you 
want, all the lists and plans you desire, hold your 
breath, berate, and God sets the time as we know 
from Ecclesiastes.   

We are not in control. (Which, to my surprise, 
some folks just don’t understand.) But, just as 
God, through Nathan, told David, “build me a 
house to dwell in.” God has a plan. It was set in 
motion long before David, long before Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. And it will be going long after we 
are footnotes in the book of life.  

Jesus is still our Savior, our Messiah, our Teacher.  
We are still traveling on the road covered with 
challenges. But be certain,  birth and resurrection, 
our relief from all the obstacles, will come in God’s 
time, not ours.  

PRAYER
Heavenly father, thank you for your steadfast love that comforts and sustains us, cuts through the 
turmoil, and holds us steady. You are always with us and will never leave us. AMEN.
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MARY’S SONG OF PRAISE

Monday, December 21

READ Luke 1:46-55

DEVOTIONAL by Baity Ferguson

Mary praises the Lord God from the depths of her 
soul for his divine power, for who he is and what 
he has done through Christ her son.  Just like all of 
us, Mary needs salvation.  God delivers and Mary’s 
approach to him is that of a humble servant. Mary 
focuses on God’s attributes of grace, holiness, 
power and mercy for which he is praised.

Mary worships the Lord God because of all the 
wonderful things he has done for her. 

God has chosen Mary, to prepare her, to make 
room in her heart and soul for a most special gift, 
a precious Savior! The most amazing gift she could 
ever receive.                                                    

PRAYER
God of hope who has brought love, peace, and joy into this world, may you be the center and focus of 
our lives at all times.  Father, let our hearts be as constant in praise of you as Mary’s. May we all ex-
perience your joy in this Christmas season.  In Christ’s name, AMEN.
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GIVE UNTIL IT 
FEELS GOOD

Tuesday, December 22

READ I Samuel 1:19-28

DEVOTIONAL by  Barbara Yarbrough

One of the things foremost on our mind during 
the Advent season is giving and how Christmas 
brought us the greatest gift of all, the birth of Jesus 
Christ. This passage from Samuel reminds us that 
when we give, we are able to do so only because 
everything we have is a blessing and gift from God.  

Matthew 21:22 says, “Whatever you ask for in 
prayer with faith, you will receive.” But how often 
is that prayer request submitted on a conditional 
basis?” Have you ever prayed, “God, if you will 
please just give me this, I will do that”? How many 
of us actually make good on those promises made 
during prayer as Hannah did?

Hannah’s despair was understandable. She was 
barren and her husband’s other wife, who had 
given him children, was abusive to Hannah. 
Hannah desperately wanted a son. And so, it was at 
the temple during the annual time of sacrifice that 
she prayed silently and fervently that God would 
grant her this one wish. And she then promised 
to give her son to the Lord if she were so blessed. 

She named her son Samuel which means, God has 
heard, or God listens. After Samuel was weaned, 
Hannah made good on her promise, taking Samuel 
to the priest Eli on the day of sacrifice, giving him 
to the service of the Lord.

This Advent season, we find ourselves living in 
unprecedented times when prayers so often come 
from places of despair. Let us remember that we 
can still be called to pray for our own relief, but 
we also have the opportunity to pray for others 
and to  give back from the many blessings and gifts 
God has bestowed on us — so this year — give 
big, or give small. Perhaps your gift is simply a 
phone call or a card offering encouragement, or 
aid to the needy. And praying for family, friends, 
our country and the world is a gift rich in value. 
How can you share your gifts this year? You have 
probably heard the saying, “give until it hurts.” 
There is one I like much better – “give until it feels 
good.” Find a way to share God’s love and his 
blessings this Advent season.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, thank you for supplying our needs during difficult times. Help us remember the story of 
Hannah and how she gave her most precious gift to you.  Help us find meaningful ways to respond 
when you challenge us to give back.  Let us all glorify you by sharing our blessings with cheerful giving. 
AMEN.
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ROOM AT THE INN

Wednesday, December 23

READ Mark 11:1-11

DEVOTIONAL by Lillian Osei-Boateng

The feeling of exhilaration to welcome the new 
born baby felt real; the clock was ticking down; 
Christmas preparations happening all over the 
world: in palaces, in mansions, in homes, in 
ranches, in hotels, in palm frond huts built by kids 
and adults alike, and in Inns.  

As kids, we looked forward to Christmas Eve 
but the best day was two days before Christmas 
Day. We cut down palm branches, wove them 
into “building boards” and built huts; decorated 
the interior with Christmas lights, garlands and 
ornaments. This is where we would take our 
goodies on Christmas Eve to keep wake “waiting” 
for the “three wise men” to bring back news of the 
birth of our precious baby Jesus. 

Thirty-three years later, palm branches were 
what was used as Jesus made his triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem, riding on a mule. Few plants are 

more recognizable than the mighty palm. They 
rise triumphant, irrespective of what is around 
them. Like the palm frond and tree, let us all 
as Christians stand tall and triumph over our 
differences and challenges always and especially 
during this Advent season. 

The real preparation, therefore, during this 
season of Advent, should be in the Inn of our 
hearts; awaiting the birth of the Prince of Peace 
as prophesied by Isaiah approximately 750 
years before Jesus was born. It does not matter 
the physical size of our abode or our inns, what 
matters is the hope, peace, joy, and love we exude 
and share with each other. During this time of 
Advent, let us all make room in the inn of our 
hearts to reflect on the past and light up the world 
in our future. 

PRAYER
Lord, as we prepare our “inn-er” most chambers - Our hearts - to welcome Christ, help us to share 
hope, peace, joy, and love of the season with all mankind - for unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given, and the government will be upon his shoulder. And his name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. AMEN. 
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THE GIFT

Thursday, December 24

READ Isaiah 9:6

DEVOTIONAL by Leslie Wallace

On Christmas Eve, we wait expectantly for the 
birth of our Savior.

I am vividly reminded of one special Christmas 
Eve, some forty-five years ago. Christmas was 
coming and my parents searched for a Christmas 
Cheer family that would match the gifts of our 
family. We found a widowed lady with only two 
requests – firewood and a turkey dinner.

My father and older brother began cutting and 
chopping firewood. On Christmas Eve, they neatly 
stacked the truck bed with a plentiful load of wood.  
My mother and I prepared a turkey dinner along 
with extra food to last throughout the winter.

We began our journey that Christmas Eve to fulfill 
her two requests. As we drove down the small dirt 
road, there were many small unpainted wooden 
shacks. The dirt road had huge ruts.  The journey 
was nearly impossible due to the heavy load our 
truck was carrying. Within minutes, men of all ages 
arrived with large planks of wood to steady our 

path. Upon arrival, these same men helped unload 
and stack the wood. I remember thinking, this 
lady must be extra special for so many neighbors 
to come help.

My mother began unloading the turkey dinner and 
we approached her home. I remember one large 
rock was placed as the stepping-stone to enter 
the house.  The sweetest lady, with a lame arm, 
opened wide her door with a smile on her face. She 
welcomed us inside – we immediately felt her love 
and joy. Stepping inside, my eyes were drawn to 
open slats in the floor revealing the bare ground 
below. Her living room had only one small chair 
and an old wood stove to keep her warm.

As we stood in this tiny shack, her graciousness 
was what I remember most. With such little earthly 
possessions, this joyous lady, filled with the spirit 
of Jesus, was just what this young teenager needed 
to see. She helped me to see the real gift of the 
Season – Jesus Christ Our Lord!

PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to be that light that shines your Spirit – so others will see you!  AMEN.
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WE NEED A LITTLE 
CHRISTMAS

Friday, December 25

READ Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23

DEVOTIONAL by Pastor John H. Stanley

Indeed, we live in a most uncertain time and in a 
broken world. We do not know how much longer 
our fellow Americans will continue to battle in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. We remain uncertain as to 
when a vaccination to counter the Coronavirus will 
be available. There are fights and violence in the 
streets. We worry over our health and we worry 
over our finances. 

YES, WE DO NEED A LITTLE CHRISTMAS.

We need Christmas because we absolutely must be 
reminded of a word. And, that word is Emmanuel.  
Emmanuel is the grandest name of all. Emmanuel, 
a name from which means “God with us.”

Regardless of what is going on in our world, we 
have promises that God is and will be with us. Jesus 
made arrangements for us. We are not alone. We 
are strengthened every day through the power and 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit. In the book of John 
at the Last Supper, Jesus tells the Disciples (and 

us!), “And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” 
(John 14:16).  FOREVER!

Before Jesus ascended into Heaven, he left us with 
a Great Commission and a great promise. Jesus’ 
last words while on the earth, the great promise: 
“And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

Our God is an awesome God who is present 
everywhere, especially in those uncertain places 
of wars and disease where we least expect to find 
God.  And our challenge as Christians is to see God 
in all those places we least expect to find God.  

During Christmas and well into the New Year, let 
us allow God’s light to shine through us as we love 
our neighbors. Remember Emmanuel: God is with 
us.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

PRAYER
Holy Lord and gracious God, you are the giver of all good gifts and of grace. We come to you thanking 
you that in our strife and in our uncertainty and in our brokenness, you are with us always—even to 
the end of the age. Whenever the world seems confusing and bleak, you pierce the darkness with light, 
bringing hope and vision for the way ahead. This has been a difficult and confusing year of pandemic, 
and so we thank you for lessons learned and changes of heart, for new discoveries and hope restored. 
O Love Come Down at Christmas, you call us to live in communion with you and one another. You 
form us into families, circles of friendship, and communities. Today we pray for our family members, 
whether we’re close or estranged, for our friends, whether near or far away, and for neighbors who 
share our community, like minded or not. Inspire us to express both our love and concern in gentle 
words and kind actions. O God, reach out to all of us in Christ, and strengthen our love for you and 
for one another. AMEN.
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